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Abstract 

 

This paper reports on an investigation of generic structure development on the introduction of a genre 

based approach into a context of Thai universityôs academic writing. Two academic writing genres; 

Exposition and Discussion, were introduced to two writing classes of a Writing II course for  second 

year students majoring in English at Kasetsart University, Kamphaeng Saen Campus, in the second 

semester of the 2006 academic year. A teaching and learning cycle, which was based on modelling of 

text, joint construction of text, and independent construction of text (Martin 1992; Feez 1998; Christie 

1999; Flowerdew 2000; Knapp and Watkins 2005; Martin and Rose 2007), was employed during  the 

teaching and learning process. 
 

The key findings of the analysis indicated that the selected sample indicated some reflections from the 

genres taught. That is, they executed the genres differently; both conformity and non-conformity. 

There was a diversity of generic structure development across the texts. Across three stages of 

writing; Pre-test, Exposition genre and Discussion genre, some students could follow the conventional 

structures as required by the Sydney genre based school whereas some could not. In some texts, the 

sample showed their own way to indicate their voice and position which reflect some sort of Thai way 

of argumentation in which a middle way of making argumentation was presented. In addition, the 

sample indicated their genres by ways of employing some sort of rejection of the questions, shifting 

from arguing to offering advice which departed from the standard structures identified in the 

literature. The study suggests that teaching and learning on generic structures should be done in early 

writing courses for students. In addition, each argumentative genre might be learnt over a longer 

period of time, so that students can execute the genres more sufficiently and effectively. Also, 

sufficient material preparation and linguistic resources should be appropriately integrated into the 
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approach so that students can have a variety of linguistic choices for their meaning making throughout 

their argumentative texts. 

 

Keywords: academic writing, genre based approach, generic structure, middle way argumentation  
 

1. Introduction and significance of study   

 
It has been noted that genre studies have played a very important role in teaching literacy for 

nearly three decades in the Australian academic context (Martin 1992) and has gained more 

attention in other contexts. In a current context, genre study has focused on three main cycles; 

modelling or deconstruction of text, join construction and independent construction (Feez 

1998; Christie 1999; Flowerdew 2000; Knapp and Watkins 2005; Martin and Rose 2007).  

 

However, when looking at a Thai English writing university context, it has been found that 

some more research focuses on errors or grammatical accuracy (Srinon 1999; Pongsiriwet 

2001; Tawilapakul 2003; Wongsothorn 2003) and on other approaches such as process 

approach (Tuppoom 2005) rather than on the genre based approach. That is to say, a small 

number of research (Kongpetch 2003; Kongpetch 2006) has been carried out to advocate a 

genre based approach. Kongpetch (2003 and 2006) found that the genre based approach helps 

students accomplish their goals in academic writing. However, these studies suggest that the 

approach should be done a wider context in order to determine its advantages. Therefore, this 

study has been designed to fulfil this gap and intends to contribute some insights of the 

approach concerned into practice, especially the development on generic structure.   

 

2. Research questions 

 

In this current study, some questions were set up to investigate the literacy developments of 

the entire selected sample as follows. 

 

1. To what degree did the texts produced by the students in the in-class writing exercise 

match the generic structural prototypes outlined in the literature? Were the students similar or 

different in the degree to which their texts matched these prototypes? 

2. Were there any developments in terms of the genre structures employed by the students in 

their writing over the 12 weeks of the course? For example, were there any general 

tendencies by which students who had not initially employed prototypical genre structures 

came to employ these structures in their essays?  Similarly, were there any developments by 

which students who initially produced what could be seen as partial or incomplete genre 

structures came to produce fully articulated versions of these genres? 

3. Were there any developments in terms of  the way in which the students constructed the 

various functional stages which comprised their essays? For example were there any 

developments in the facility with which the students executed introductory Thesis stages in 

argumentative ñExpositionò essays, to the evidential stages of such essays, and so on?  

 

3. Methodology  
 

To conduct the study, two academic genres; exposition and discussion were introduced to two 

Thai university classrooms in a writing course in the 2006 academic year at Kasetsart 
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University, Kamphaeng Saen Campus Thailand. The researcher as the lecturer had followed 

the main stages of teaching and learning as identified in the literature as follows. 

 

 1. Before starting the teaching process (the first week of teaching) , all students  wrote essays 

(Preïtest) for sample classification. According to their written essays, they were graded 

basing on adjusted IELTS (International English Language Testing System) rating scale by 

the researcher. That is, the selection criteria covers logical ideas/reasoning, appropriate 

organization of text and grammatical accuracy. Two students were then selected into three 

groups; high, mid and low as the sample of the study. To understand how the pre-test was 

conducted, the topics of the pre-test were set out [see Appendix 1].  

 

2. For the teaching approach, the researcher followed the five stages of the teaching/ learning 

cycle; that is, 1) building the context, 2) modelling and deconstructing the text, 3) joint 

construction of the text,  4) independent construction of the textm, 5) linking related texts as 

suggested by Feez (1998). That is, the researcher set up the activities for students to learn 

together in class. In doing so for each writing activity, students had a chance to debate for the 

topic before they wrote their essay. For example, in learning the Discussion genre, they were 

divided into two sides; one for arguments for and one for arguments against and then they 

brainstormed their ideas for the topic. During this process, the researcher assisted them in 

terms of language development and idea clarification. After that each group presented their 

arguments to the class. The class argued for the arguments all together. When they finished 

their presentation and arguments, each group wrote their essays and  finally they presented 

their written works to the class again. During this cycle, the researcher and students in the 

class gave feedbacks to written work and presentation of each group. Again during this 

process, students had a chance to edit their work for the second draft after they recieved 

comments from the researcher and their friends for the first draft before submitting final 

drafts to the researcher for the evaluation.  

 

3. In the learning cycle, students wrote academic essays in two sections; that is during 

midterm and final examinations [see Appendix 2 and 3]. Then all essays of the students 

during and after teaching process were tracked and analysed using systemic functional 

linguistics [cohesion, reference and thematical development] and the genre based approach 

framework. However, this paper just looked at the generic structures framed in the Sydney 

genre based school. The main analysis is on the elements of the Exposition and the 

Discussion genres as identified. Specially, the texts were analysed to determine the degree 

they conform to the text organisational schema which the literature associates with the 

following three sub-types of argument; Exposition; one sided argument (Thesis^ Supporting 

Arguments ^ Reinforcement), Discussion;  considers/weighs up arguments óforô and óagainstô 

before the author takes a position in the conclusion (Issue^Arguments For and Against^ 

Recommendation) refutes a counter position. (Challenged Position ^ Arguments 

Against ^ Anti-Thesis) (Martin and Rose 2007).   

  

4. Regarding studentsô written essays, students wrote their own personal and group essays 

during the course. In total, they wrote one group essay and one personal essay; that is, one 

group essay during midterm session and one for the final session. However, for the midterm 

and final tests, they had to write their own essays. To understand how they wrote their 

exposition and discussion essays, see Appendix 2 and 3. In this study, the researcher chose 

the texts from the pre-test, the midterm and final examinations for the analysis in order to see 

how individual students develop thier texts across the whole semester.   
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4. Findings 

In analysing studentsô texts, the researcher chose six selected texts from six sample as 

described in the methodology section. From the analysis of all sampled texts in three stages, 

the key findings reported cover two main issues; conformity and non-conformity structures 

which are identified in the Sydney genre based school. Accordingly, those findings can be 

reported as follows. 

 

4.1.1 Writing Stage 1 : In-class exercise (Pre-test) 

In the first in-class writing exercise (Pre-test), only 4 of the students [Student 2 in high group, 

Student 1 in middle group and Student 1 and 2 in low group] produced  texts which could 

easily be matched with one of the structural prototypes identified in the literature ï 

specifically an instance of what the literature identifies as an Exposition. The other two 

students [Student 1 in high group and Student 2 in middle group] produced texts which 

departed in significant ways from the structural prototypes.  They produced texts which could 

not easily be matched with any of the Sydney-school prototypes. More specifically they did 

not produce texts which could easily be classed as instances of Expositions, even though the 

question was framed in such as way as to invite them to take a position and to argue in 

support of that position.  

 

 

4.2.1 Writing Stage 2 : In-class exercise (Exposition genre) 

In this mid-point in-class writing exercise, all students [Student 1 and 2 in high group, 

Student 1 and 2 in middle group and  Student 1 and 2 in low group] produced texts which, in 

broad staging terms, matched one of the prototypes outlined in the literature. Given that the 

previous six weeks had been devoted to the Exposition as a genre type, all of them could 

produce relatively standard instances of this genre, at least in terms of broad staging structure. 

4.3.1Writing Stage 3 : In-class exercise (Discussion genre)  

In the final session of the course, five texts of five students [Student 1 and 2  in high group, 

Student 2 in middle group and Student 1 and 2 in low group] from all selected students could 

largely be matched to the standard structures of the Discussion genre as required in this 

section of teaching while the text of [Student 1 in middle group departed from the standard 

structures of the genre as identified. 

4.4.1 Genre development 

From the analysis of the texts, there was a diversity of the generic structure development of 

selected students.  Conforming and non - conforming structures were found in all groups of 

students in three contexts; Pre-test text, Exposition and Discussion. However, it is interesting 

to note that three students [Student 2  in high group and Student 1 in low group] produced the 

standard structures of the texts across three contexts. In addition, in some cases where 

students employed structures which did not match any of the Sydney-genre school 

prototypes,  it could at least arguably be maintained that they were nonetheless employing a 

recognisable, conventionalised genre structure ï what I am proposing to call a ñMiddle Way 

Argumentò structure. This point will be discussed in some detail in  the discussion section, 

but briefly this ñMiddle Way Argumentò genre involves the writer resisting taking an 

absolute position and reframing the question so as to be able to acknowledge that both sides 

of a debate or controversy have value. This contrasts to the conventional Discussion genre 
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where the writer takes a clear position after weighing up some evidences for arguments for 

and against.   

5.Data analysis  

5.1 Writing Stage I: Key findings ï Pre-tests 

5.1.1 Conformity structure to Sydney genre based school 

A) Typical Exposition  

From the analysis, there are 4 texts which follow the typical exposition as identified in the 

literature. One analysed example [Student 1 middle group] of the typical texts is provided in 

the table below.   

 

Table 1 : Student 1 [Middle group] 
Part Stages  Text  

In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

 Thesis  statement: construction 

of position  

For me, I agree with the government that should censor 

inappropriate websites to solve the problems concerned for 

three reasons.  

B
o

d
y
 

Argument 1 The first reason is there are very inappropriate websites are 

in the advertisement form which is a part of every type of 

websites such as educations, sports, movies, songs, news and 

so on.  

Point elaborations This can make children easily enters to these websites. If we 

can censor the inappropriate websites I think we will not have 

the problems. Because they canôt read and see anything that 

may motivate in the a bad way  

Argument 2  Second, parents donôt keep an eye on their children every 

time. 

Point elaborations Sometimes they can see them play the Internet, but when 

parents go to work or have something that must go out to do 

it, during the time children may click the inappropriate one. 

This is a problem of parents and may be the most important 

for every family. With this reason, we should agree with the 

government.  

Argument 3 

 

Lastly, on the internet has many games to serve childrenôs 

entertainment. And it has both good and bad one.  

 Point elaborations Some games make children abuse, they play all the time and 

some days the parents canôt see their parents because they are 

in the room all day.  

C
o

n
c
lu

si
o

n
 Restatement of primary 

position 

The advantages of censoring the inappropriate websites have 

a lot of ways.  

 Reinforcement  We should support and do it for ourselves. 

 

From the example above, the student presented the text with some basic elements needed for 

the exposition genre. She presented the statement of the position and then a series of 

arguments with point elaborations and then at the end she restated the primary position and 

ended up the text by providing a reinforcement for the issue. So, this text is quite typical in 

terms of construction and following the standard structure as identified in the Sydney genre 

based school. 

 

B) Macro Exposition   

According to the analysis, it is interesting to note that there is at least one text that includes a 

macro Exposition where a exemplum story is embedded as in highlighted lines.  The text 
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produced by Student 1 in low group can be classified as a macro exposition. The detailed 

analysis of the text is provided in the table below.  

 

Table 2: Student 1 (low group) 
Part Stages  Text  

In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

  

Statement of position 

In my view, I disagree with the statement for 2 reasons.  

B
o

d
y
 

 

argument 1 

First of all, I think it does not depend on studying abroad or 

studying in the country, it depends on each person.  

inserted/embedded exemplum as 

an argument (a macro genre here 

ï a exemplum embedded in an 

Exposition)  

point elaboration 

For example, Jane is a son of the rich and he planed to study 

abroad after he finished the high school. When he went to 

abroad, he did not attend the class and he just drink, smoke, take 

drugs. At last, he ungraduated and he come back to his 

hometown. According to this example that presented, the 

disadvantages of studying abroad.  

Restatement of position  I think studying abroad that did not suitable for everybody, it 

depends on the person. 

 

argument 2 

Second, I think every country has the same of sufficiency. 

C
o

n
cl

u
si

o
n

 

 

Statement of position [Not 

sufficiently staged to constitute a 

fully-formed Exposition ï 

however, it does have the basic 

ingredients in that the writer 

announces her position at the 

beginning, presents some 

argumentation in support of the 

position and restates the position 

at then end. (includes an 

embedded exemplum)] 

Indeed, I disagree that studying abroad is better than studying in 

country. 

 

 

 

 

5.1.2 Non-conformity to Sydney genre based school   

From the analysis, 4 texts of the students from all groups (high, mid and low) are 

conventional as identified in the literature.  All texts have basic elements needed for the         

ñstandardò structure of Exposition. However, another 2 texts [Student 1 high group and 

Student 2 low group] of the pre-test largely departed from the standard structure necessary for 

the genre. This indicates that some students produced their texts differently from the               

ñstandard structureò especially in terms of making their position. One example [Student 1 in 

high group] of the students who produced non ï standard structure of exposition is presented 

in the table below.  

 

Table 3: Student 1 [high group] 
Part Stages Text  

In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

 

Construction of position [Student 

indicates both agreement and 

disagreement] 

[Declining to take a position] 

[Sees merit in both sides / 

undecided / Presents both sides as 

having value] 

I both agree and disagree that studying abroad has much more 

advantages for students than studying in the country.   

Preview [connecting point] The agreementôs reasons are various as following.  
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B
o

d
y
 

[Intended argument For] 
Descriptive phase ï outline of what 

studying abroad involves. This part 

might perhaps be intended as, or 

interpreted as, an example of one of 

the advantages of studying abroad; or 

as an argument in favour of studying 

abroad-but it is  not unambiguously 

formulated as such-i.e.not clearly 

presented as an argument in favour 

of studying abroad.  

First, studying abroad requires studentsô great responsibilities. They 

have to depend on themselves on how to live their lives, how to manage 

money, how to adapt themselves to a new way of studying(foreign way ï 

critical thinking and class discussion and attendance, not Thai way- 

listening to teacherôs instructions and remembering), who to have a 

companionship with and how deep should the relationship be, and so 

many other things. 

[Intended argument For] Argument  Secondly, one of Thai studentsô majority problems are the different way 

of studying.  

This part might either be an 

argument in favour or against Thai 

students studying abroad-but it is not 

clearly formulated as either. 

For foreigners usually teach with student-center technique-critical 

thinking, class discussion and critical essay for example, Thai students 

then need to adjust their way of studying that might take a big while   (a 

couple of months to six months or to a year). It is better if Thai students 

take one ï year English preparation class abroad before going to study 

full English education. 

[Intended argument For] [This is 

formulated in such a way that it isnôt 

clear what function this section is 

serving ï i.e. is this meant to be an 

argument in favour of studying 

abroad, or against studying abroad. 

Or is it doing something entirely 

different.] 

Last is the language, English, the most important problem for Thai 

students.  

 

This seems more like advice on how 

students ought to prepare for study 

abroad, but not obviously an 

argument either for against studying 

abroad. 

In order to studying abroad and to have the best English improvement, 

they might take one ï year English preparation class abroad before going 

to study full English education, they should speak less Thai and more 

English as much as possible, they should stay or accompany with native 

speakers more than Thais etc. 

C
o

n
cl

u
si

o
n

  

Restatement 1 
This part seems to be retrospectively 

construing the previous material as 

examples of advantages of studying 

abroad and hence as arguments in 

support of studying abroad.  

All those three reasons give many advantages- more self-responsibility, 

self ï dependency, mental maturity, great 

 improvement on English skills, more open-minded, be critical etc.  

Restatement 2 

[Declining to take a position ï 

rejects the terms of debate offered in 

the question] 

This part could be seen as the actual 

primary Thesis of the essay-i.e. what 

the writer primarily wants to argue is 

that actually, it doesnôt matter 

whether you study at home or abroad 

- so itôs a kind of argument against 

the actual question so as to find a 

ñmiddle wayò.  

My disagreement on this subject is that it does not depend on where you 

stay, but it totally depends on yourself.  

 

Recommendation 

Student recommends something to 

the audience in a sense that it is up to 

their decision to take a position for 

the issue.  

If you dedicate yourself, truly put your mind and do what you have to or 

should,  you can be and have as much advantages as you want. 

 

From the analysis, the student constructed the text in the beginning by showing both sides of 

the position; agreement and disagreement. Then she presented a preview which is like a 

connecting point. Then she presented a series of arguments for and then against. Then she 

restated the points in a middle point . And the end of the text, she recommended some points 

to the audience.  
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From the analysis of the text in the table above, although the student could not adopt the 

standard structures and basic elements needed for the Exposition, her language structures are 

complex and effective. At this stance, the student tried to include some reasonable arguments 

and point elaborations which sound sophisticated in terms of presenting the facts that reflect 

the Thai education system and development of Thai studentsô English skills. Although 

arguments and point elaborations are not clear in some stances, it is interesting to note that 

the student tried to include both arguments for and against and point elaboration which are 

like a discussion although the Discussion genre was not exposed at the beginning of the 

course. This is a sign of the studentôs ability to demonstrate complicated argument/ debate 

which can be systematically developed in the section of Discussion genre that is required by 

the course. Therefore, this text is graded as an effective text as indicated.  

     

5.1.3 Different ways of text construction  

According to the analysis, it is significant that some students produced their texts differently 

which departed from the Sydney school prototype of Exposition or Discussion. It is worth 

nothing here that there are at least three ways that students produced their texts. (1) Some 

students tended to present their texts in the ñMiddle wayò approach. (2) Some students 

seemed to reject the questions set up. (3) Some students shifted their writing to arguing to 

offering advice. These different ways are discussed in details as follows; 

 

 

 

 

A) Middle Way Approach   
As indicated, one student (Student 1 in high group see the analysis in  Table 3) employed the 

ñMiddle Wayò approach where she showed her position for both agreement and disagreement 

for the issue. In order to see this way of writing, the student  opened her text in that  
 

I both agree and disagree that studying abroad has much more advantages for students than 

studying in the country.   
 

At end of the text, she restated the position in which she agreed for the issue as in  
All those three reasons give many advantages- more self-responsibility, self ï dependency, 

mental maturity, great  improvement on English skills, more open-minded, be critical etc. 
 

Then she indicated her disagreement for the issue in that 
My disagreement on this subject is that it does not depend on where you stay, but it totally 

depends on yourself.  

 

This indicates that the student showed her position in the ñMiddle wayò and suggested that it 

is up to the audiences to take their position for the issue. I propose the term ñ Middle Wayò 

which is different from the so-called genres identified in the literature in a sense that the 

students may follow one of the important Buddhist teachings : ñMiddle wayò in which things 

or practices are behaved in a middle way; not loosely or extremely (Payutto 2003). As it is 

noted this important characteristic is rooted in Thai culture and has become a main part of 

Thai culture and way of living  for Thai people and society in general (Runglertkrengkrai and 

Engkaninan 1987).  

 

B) Rejection of the questions 

Apart from the ways of text construction above, some students tended to reject the questions 

set up for the task.  They rejected the question and proposed new argument while they were 
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making their argument. To see this trend, some more students (Student 1 in high group and 

Student 2 in low group) employed this approach. For example, Student 2 in low group 

rejected the question when she presented a recommendation at the end of the text in that  
 

In addition studying abroad has much more advantages with many reasons but depend on 

your intend too.    

 

Although students indicated their position over the questions, they also showed another 

way of making their argument to reject the questions set up. This is another significant 

feature found in the generic structure in this section.  

 

5.2 Writing Stage II (Exposition Text)  

 

As outlined briefly in the methodology section, the context for the Exposition writing 

exercise was that students had to produce their exposition for the mid-term exam after the 

exposition teaching and learning ended up.  The students had to write their own exposition 

for the mid-term exam after they had learnt all about the exposition. The instructor set up 

some questions that were about current situations and issues in Thailand that occurred in the 

mass media at that time for them. They had to choose one question to write their own 

exposition. The instructions and the questions were set up [see Appendix 2].  After the 

students completed their texts, the instructor gathered their texts for grading. Six texts from 

six selected students which were chosen for the analysis.  

 

 

5.2.1 Writing Stage II: Key findings ï Expositions 

 

In this section, key findings of the selected texts are presented. However, only two examples 

of the texts that conform and do not conform to the Sydney genre based school structure are 

presented.  

 

5.2.1.1 Conformity to Sydney genre based school    

5.2.1.1.1 Standard structure of Exposition  

According to the analysis,  six texts by six students can be classified asñStandard Expositionò 

as indicated in the analysis.  They produced the texts that mostly conform the standard 

structure of Exposition as identified in the literature. They can include basic elements, for 

example, background, statement of issue, statement of position etc., in their texts. At this 

stance, some students selected could produce the texts that match the typical structure in the 

literature. 

 

 5.2.1.1.2 Typical Exposition and Macro Exposition 

A) Typical Exposition 

From the analysis of the texts produced by all selected students, it is found that  there are all 

six texts that can be classified as ñStandard Expositionò. However, to understand the texts 

that are conventionally constructed, one example of the text produced by Student 1 in middle 

group is provided below. 

 

 Table 4: Student 1  Middle group  
Part Stages  Text  

 

In
tr

o
d

u
c

ti
o

n
 

       

 orientation 

 
Limit the Advertising for better life in the future 

As we know, in this 4 months, we heard about the news that the government has 

proposed introducing laws to limit the advertising of cigarettes and alcohol in 
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the mass media. Since the news was notice. 

preview/Statement of issue 

 

There are many groups of people criticized about this law. Some agree with the 

government such as people who didnôt smoke or drink alcohol and the adults 

that care of their teenagers. But some disagree such as the alcohol and cigarette 

company, and people who smoke or drink alcohol. The law isnôt announce yet, 

until the government have the good conclusion for all groups. 

statement of  position 

 

For me, I agree with the government that they should limit the advertising of 

cigarettes and alcohol. In order to make people have a good health. Itôs true that 

the government canôt stop people to drink alcohol or smoke, but it is better than 

donôt do anything.  

preview I have 3 points to support my idea. 

 

B
o

d
y
 

       

B
o

d
y

  

argument 1 First point, I think advertising make people interested in the products.  

point elaborations 1  So, if there isnôt advertising people will smoke and drink alcohol less than 

before. It means that, people who never been smoke or drink alcohol will not 

start to drink and smoke. But people who smoke or drink, they still do the same. 

So, the producer of the product can still sell their products. And they can save 

money of the advertising to do another activities. Itôs good for both producer 

and people who donôt smoke and drink to be not start doing bad thing. 

argument 2 Second point, alcohol and cigarettes are not good for people.  

general point elaborations 2  

 

The government donôt need to support bad things. The government should 

support about the health of people. Because drinking alcohol and smoking make 

people get harm like heart disease or lung disease. As we know people who 

smoke and drink not only harm themselve but also harm their family, people 

and around them and our society which we can see everyday in the newspaper, 

and televisions. If this is a way to protect the problems and make people live 

happily with good health, we should accept this law right? 

argument 3 Last point, about the company that sell the cigarettes and alcohol.  

point elaborations 3  I know that if this law is announced, it will effect with them. But if they think 

that they can still sold their products. I think it is the same as before. Then they 

can also save their money for advertising. They should accept this. It is better 

than the government donôt accept them to sell their products anymore. So, they 

should accept this law for themselve and their country. 

 C
o

n
cl

u
si

o
n

 

 

restatement of the position 

 

From this 3 points, I conclude that I agree with the government. It is good way 

to limit the advertising of cigarettes and alcohol in order to make people have a 

good health and protect other problems from people who drink or smoke. in our 

society.  

reinforcement  If you just think of the advantage and disadvantage of this law, you will know 

that what decision will you make? 

 

From the text, the student presented the text conventionally.  At the beginning she presented 

an orientation or background and then preview/statement of issue. Most importantly, she 

could state her position clearly at the beginning of the text and then she offered a series of 

argument and point elaborations to support her position . At the end of the text, she restated 

her position and then some thing like a reinforcement. Therefore, the text of this student can 

be classified as  ñStandard Expositionò as identified in the literature.  

 

B) Instances of Macro genre  

Apart from the typical structure issue, Student 1 in high group and Student 1 in low group 

tended to include a macro Exposition into their texts. To see an example of this trend, Student 

1 in high group presented an exemplum story into her text at the beginning and in the middle 

of the text as analyzed in the table below.  

 

Table 5 Student 1 [high group]   
Part Stages Text 
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In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

 

    

 

orientation [An exemplum 

story is embedded at the 

beginning of the text.] 

 

As far as I remembered, I have inhaled cigarattesô smoke from my fatherôs 

smoking. I, my mother, my sister and brother have tried and persuaded him to 

quite smoking for a long time. Still he smokes. We are glad and very supportive 

when the laws to limit the advertising of cigarettes and alcohol in the mass 

media has been proposed. Although the actual cause of consuming alcohol and 

cigarettes is the consumers themselves alone, we too think that the 

advertisements somehow influence their consumers to purchase the products.  

 

statement of the position  Thus, the laws to limit advertising cigarettes and alcohol in the mass media 

should be approved. 

preview 

 

There are four major problems resulting from smoking cigarettes and drinking 

alcohol.  

 

B
o

d
y
 

     

argument 1 First is the bad effect on the smokers and drinkersô health.  

point elaborations 1  The smokers may have lung cancers and the drinkers ruin their livers severely 

argument 2 Secondly is the bad effect for smokersô nearby persons.  

point elaboration 2 

 

The study has shown that these people are riskier to have lung cancers than 

smokers. This is because they fully inhale the smoke while mostly smokers 

outhale more than inhale the smoke. 

argument 3 Third is the waste of money.  

point elaborations 3              

[exemplum story is 

embedded here.]  

The study  and news have shown that people spend lots of money on these two 

evils. My father, for example, spend at least 1,500 baht each month on 

cigarettes. The more you consume, the more money you spend. 

argument 4 

 

Last, usually occurs with families with alcoholic members, is the cause of 

family problems such as insufficient or less familyôs income, a coupleôs abuse 

(a husband hits his wife when he is drunk).  

 

C
o

n
cl

u
si

o
n

 

    

restatement of position 

 

According to these reasons, I think that such constraints should be placed on the 

operation of advertisers and the mass media. Although these laws may not 

affect or reduce the number of smokers and drinkers, I truly hope that at least 

these laws might help reducing the number of new smokers and drinkers.  

recommendations 

 

Moreover, who knows, without alcohol and cigarettes advertisements, drinkers 

and smokers might stop drinking and smoking someday. Not only drinkers and 

smokers but also everyone around them will be healthier then. 

 

 

 

5.2.1.1.3 Different ways of text construction 

 

According to the analysis of the texts, some students departed their texts from the typical 

ways of writing which is discussed in the following sections. 

 

A) Middle way approach  

According to the analysis of the texts, although all students could follow the typical structure 

of Exposition, it worths noting that one student [Student 2 in high group] tended to indicate 

her position in a middle way. Even though she indicated her position clearly at the beginning, 

but at the end of the text, she liked to indicate her position differently. This is illustrated in 

the table below. 

  

Table 6 Student 2 [high group]  
Part Stages Text 

In
tr

o
d

u
c
ti

o
n
 background and statement of 

position (plus connecting 

point) 

The mass media is the most important way to attract the customers to believe in 

the quality of goods. So, I think if the government has proposed introducing 

laws to limit the advertising of cigarettes and alcohol in the mass media, the 

health of Thai people will be better. I have three reason to support my idea.  

B
o

d
y
 argument 1 First of all, I believe that the advertisements have a lot of influences to the 

customers because the advertising is a way to present the adventages of 

products. Therefore, the goods are presented in a good way although they are 

not good.  
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point elaboration For example, the agencies of alcohol are present their products in the good way 

such as they present hat when you drink the alcohol, you will relax. Moreover, 

you will have a lot of friends when you drink.  

additional point In fact, when you drink it, you will lose your conscious. You canôt control 

yourself, so it is the cause of some problems such as perhaps you have the 

quarrels with other people. That is not the way to make friends but it is the way 

to increase your enemies. 

argument 2  Second, I think if the government has proposed introducing laws to limit the 

advertising of cigarettes and alcohol in mass media, Thai society is better.  

point elaborations Because these products make you waste a lot of times.You can do many things 

in stead of waste your time for drinking and smoking. If you take those times to 

read books or do something which is useful for you, your family, your friends 

and your society, I think this world is not boring and it is more interesting. 

Moreover, if everyone can do this, this world will beautiful because there are 

the good things all around us.   

additional point elaborations In addition, smoking the ciggrate and drinking alcohol are the cause of many 

diseases. For example, cancer disease is the effect from smoking cigagrate. The 

liver disease is the effect from drinking alcohol. Moreover, these diseases donôt 

have the way to cure but there are the ways to still your symptoms but you will 

have a lot of expenses from your diseases. The most important thing is the 

losing because the patients of the these diseases are the leader of the family or 

someone husband or the leader of the company or the son of someone. 

Although you have a lot of money, you cannot keep the life of your love person  

C
o

n
cl

u
si

o
n

 

restatement of position          

[Also the writer states that 

decision is upon the audience 

which is somewhat like a 

middle way of making 

argument.] 

In conclusion, I believe that limit the advertising of ciggrate and alcohol is a 

good way to solve the problem. But I think everything depends on you. 

  

recommendation / offer an  

advice 

Finally, I think the best way to solve this problem is teach the right things to 

Thai juveniles in order to have the accurate consciences because when they 

grow up, they will be the good adult and they will be the example person to the 

next generation. 

 

This can be discussed as another way of addressing a position which might be like a middle 

way as discussed in earlier section of this paper. 

  

B)  Instances of offering advice  

 

Some students produced the texts that shifted from arguing to offering advice. This can be 

found in the texts produced by some students [Student 2,  in high group, and Student 1 in low 

group]. To see an example of this instance, Student 1 in low group shifted from arguing to 

offering an advice which is not related to the argument.  She offered her advice that is not 

related to the argument. This can be illustrated in the final part of the text in the table below.  

 

 Table 7 Student 1 [low group]  
Part Stages Text  

 

In
tr

o
d

u
c
ti

o
n

 

  

background information by 

way of orientation for the 

following discussion 

According to the article said the government consider to give greater autonomy for 

university that means the university will get freedom. Moreover, the university can 

control everything by themselves. You think, it is beneficial or harmful for giving the 
freedom for university.  

statement of the position  In my view, I donôt agree with the government that they plan to turn the university in to 

the autonomy for many reasons.  

 

B
o

d
y
 

      

argument 1 First of all, we have to pay for higher tuition fee.  

point elaborations 1  

 

This will impact to rising not only the cost of education but also the cost of living. For 

example, we have to pay for higher about the equipment for learning, the fee, about the 

cost of dormitory or many things. Thus, this means the poor students can not be able to to 
attend in public university because the cost of education is higher. If the university turns 

in to the autonomy this means the government gives only the chance for the people who 

are in the middle classes and the high ï clases. Moreover, If I donôt have money or I am a 
poor student that means I must become the ñilliterateò because I donôt have the money for 

pay the tuition fee. 
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argument2  The second, I ever heard the government said ñ The quality of education have to 

investmentò.  

point elaborations 2  
 

In my view, it sounds strange because the education of student is not the business that we 
must invest for getting the high quality goods. In addition, the students in university donôt 

like ñ the ratò in the Lab room that wait for someone comes to test them. As same as, the 

university students are the rats and the government is the doctor. Like, The doctors try to 
test about the new system to the rats. 

argument 3 

 

Another reason, I think, if the university turns into the autonomy, it might because of the 

invesminisum in the university.  

point elaborations  
[An exemplum story is 

embedded in this part.] 

In the future, everything can buy by money not only the master degree but also our 
country. In fact, many university which turns into the autonomy body they have many 

problems about the money. For example, one of the university in the North of thailand 

have many problems about the unjustic compormises in university at expense of tax payer 
and someone cheat the money of university. Thus, this shows the university autonomy is 

the one step for cheating. 

 

C
o

n
c
lu

si
o

n
 

    

 

C
o

n
c
lu

si
o

n
 

recommendations / offer an 
advice 

 

I would like to suggest to the government why the government doesnôt concentrate on the 
ethics of students, in contrase; they concentrate on only the money If they concentrate on 

the ethics of student, this can help our country to be successful in the future. If everyone 

has ethic, our country will donôt worry about the corruption. I think, the government must 
concentrate on that how to teach thai people to living on self-sufficiency because this is 

not only suitable of life-style for thai people but also this is the great theory ouf our king. 

restatement 

of position 

 

In summary, I donôt agree with the government that they plan to turn the university into 

the autonomy because it doesnôt give the chance for the poor students, moreover; it can 

make our country become the óinvestminisum systemô. If this law is allowed to persist, the 
students are ultimately be the one price to pay. 

 
5.3 Writing Stage III: Key Findings ï Discussions 

5.3.1 Standard Discussion and Non-Standard Discussion 

According to the analysis, 5 texts of 5 students [Student 1,2 and  Student 2 middle group, 

Student 1, 2  in low group] followed the typical structures of Discussion as identified in the 

literature. On the other hand, the text of Student 1 in middle group did not follow the model 

as stated in the literature.   

 

 

 

 

5.3.1.1 Conformity to Sydney genre based school  

5.3.1.1.1 Instances of Standard Discussion  

According to the analysis of the texts, more texts of the students as indicated are typical 

according to the Discussion genre. To see how they are typical, one example of the texts 

produced by Student 1 in high group is illustrated in the table below.  

Table 8: Student 1 [high group]  
Part Stage Text 

In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

 

        

 background 

  

In university, it is very normal matter that many students stay in the university 

dormitory. This mostly because the studentôs home is too far away from the 

university. Most students of Kasetsart university in Kamphaeng Saen campus 

stay in the university dormitory also. The matter of this essay is that the 

university dormitory unit of Kasetsart university, Kamphaeng Saen campus has 

put forward a plan to the university administration which would involve an 

increase in the number of students living in each dormitory room from three to 

four and from five to six or seven per room.  

 statement of the issue 

  

This matter leads to the debate whether this plan should be carried on or the 

university should find other solutions.  

 preview 

  

There have been many arguments both for and against this issue. Those who 

support the idea say that the increase in the number of students in each room is 

necessary because there are on funds available to construct new buildings and 

this is the only way to help students who cannot afford to live in private 

dormitory or apartment. However, students are apposed to the plan, arguing that 

increasing the number of students per room will result in a number of problems, 
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including an increase in noise and a loss of privacy and higher cost of payment. 

Therefore, this essay will consider both sides of the issue.  

 

B
o

d
y
 

   

 

 

 argument for (1)   First, the planôs supporters claim that the increase in the number of students in 

each room is necessary éé 

 point elaboration  

  

because the number of students coming to the university is increasing each year, 

but there are no funds available to construct new buildings to accommodate the 

larger student intake. 

 argument against (1) 

  

This, the opposers argue that it  is the universityôs responsibility to get more fund 

from other sources or the university can raise the administration fees a bit more.  

 point elaborations  

  

Some of the opposers even ask and wonder what has the university done with the 

administration fees, the additional universityôs maintenance fees, and of course 

the dormitory fees that the students pay each semester. 

 argument for (2) 

  

Next, supporters say that it is a better idea to help students who cannot afford 

more to live outside the university, é 

 point elaborations  

  

that is, the students do not have to pay more comparing to living in private 

dormitories and apartments 

 argument against (2) 

  

Although it is true, the students opposed that it will a little bit higher cost if they 

share room with friends. They think it worths to pay a little bit more money 

instead of living in a tiny room;é  

point elaborations  

  

they can hardly find space to do anything; they feel like they donôt have enough 

air to breath; they hardly find the way to walk without hitting things or crashing 

each other; one person will not have any accommodations in the room ï a desk, a 

cloth closet, a bed ï so he will have to sleep on the floor. All of these troubles are 

an exchange for lower payment. 

 argument against 3) 

 

Furthermore, there will be an increasing in noise, a loss of privacy, more people 

waiting in lines for restrooms and bathrooms etc.  

point elaborations  

 

And for those who do not want to sleep on the floor and still have all the roomôs 

accommodations, they feel like they pay a higher cost because there is, at least, 

one more person to share everything with. 

 

C
o

n
cl

u
si

o
n

 

  

statement of the position 

 

After a deep consideration and weighing up the pros and cons on the issue, it 

seems to me that the argument in favor of opposing the plan far outweigh the 

positives. The number of students per room in the dormitory at the present time 

has already been too full for the small room; the loud noise, the less privacy, and 

the payment too has already been too much. 

 recommendations  My suggestion for this controversial subject is that the university should not 

admit number of students more than the university dormitory units can provide 

unless the new buildings have already been constructed. The university should 

not put the problems onto students and their parentsô responsibilities while the 

university still collects the payment from them. 

 
From the text, the student produced the text conventionally according to the Discussion genre 

as described in the literature. That is, at the beginning of the text she provided some 

background about the issue. Then she presented the statement of issue and then offered 

preview for the topic. Clearly, the student can present a series of arguments for and against 

together with point elaborations effectively. Then at the end of the text, she indicated the 

position clearly and then provided some recommendations for the argument. Therefore, the 

text is largely conventional as the student could include all basic elements of the Discussion 

genre as identified in the literature.  

5.3.2 Non-conformity to Sydney genre based school   

Table 9: Student 1 [middle group]  
Part Stage Text 

In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

 

orientation  

  

Nowadays, many students came to study at the university which were for away from their 

homes. Therefore, they had to rent the house, pay for their apartments, or buy the 

condominums. in order to stay as tier home. There costed much money for them in each 

month. But, They could save more money if they stay at the university dormitory. In 

Kamphaeng San campus, student used to stay at the university dormitory. It costed only 

15,00 bath per a term. It was very cheap amount for them. It helped the students to save 

more money. 

statement of issue 

  

The problems came to the student because in next semester there was the increasing of the 

student in the campus. Hence, they will put 1 student more in each room. This was the big 
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problem for them. 

 preview   There were two arguments. First was the student who lived in university dormitory. They 

claimed that, it was too much people in the room and it would cause many problems. 

Another group was the university administer, they said that the amount of the student that 

came to the university were increase so, they had to do this in order not to let the students 

stay outside in the private dormitory or apartments. 

In my essay I will write both of the arguments. Both have their reasons to support their 

thinking. 

B
o

d
y
 

 argument against (1) 

  

The students who lived in the university domitory said that first, if there were too many 

people in the room it would cause too many problems also.  

 point elaborations  

(1)   

There were not private. As we see, it caused many problems for them, so, this was why 

they were protested to live in a room with 4 peoples. 

 argument against   

(2) 

Second, they would make a lound noise. 

 argument against   

(3) 

Third, there are so many things of each people in the room and the room was very narrow. 

 argument against (4)  And finally, it would make them lose their health of mind. 

 point elaborations 

(1)   

As we see, it caused many problems for them, so, this was why they were protested to live 

in a room with 4 peoples. 

 argument for (5)  

  

Those university administer said that although the rooms were narrow and  not 

comfortable but it was very cheap. 

 point elaborations  

  

The students paid only 1,500 bath per a term for their rooms. They also paid for the 

electricity but it was so less amont if we compared with the private domitory and the 

apartments. The student should accept these point. It wasnôt home, so didnôt expect that it 

would be like home. The student should think that they can save their parents money. [But 

is this really an argument in favour of the view that the university is justified in increasing 

the number of students per room?]  

 argument for (2)  The student argued that some students came from another provinces and their home were 

far away. They should stay at the university domitory all 24 hours.  

 point elaborations  

(2)  

They stayed here as their second home. Therefore, home should be the place that they 

could rest or relax. If there are problems, how could they live for many months. They also 

had to stay, do their homework, study for the test. It would be good if the rooms were good 

as their home. 

 argument for (6) The university administrater said that there were increasing of students to university so, 

they had to put one more student in each rooms. They said that it would be safe for the 

students to stay in the university dormitory more than went to live outside.  

 point elaborations 

(1)   

There were many criminals outside the university that they couldnôt protected. In order to 

protected this, they decided to increase the students in the university dormitory. They said 

they also plan to build the new dormitory for the increasing students. 

 

 argument against  

(7)   

The university students who didnôt agree with the point said, why the university administer 

didnôt plan to build the new dormitory before accepting the increased of student. [This is 

actually more directly a counter argument. An argument directly against the 

administrationôs argument about having to increase the number of students] 

 point elaborations   If they plan to build it. It wouldnôt be problems. The rooms were enough and students 

shouldnôt came out to stay at the private dormitory or apartments. 

C
o

n
cl

u
si

o
n

 

conclusion for the 

arguments against  

 

From the arguments above, both arguments have their reason to support their ideas. There 

are 3 points of the university student who used to live in  the university domitory. First, is 

concern with their problems in the rooms, second, is concern with the room compared as 

their home, and third is concern with the new dormitory wasnôt build. 

conclusion for the 

arguments for  

There are 2 points of the university administrater, first is concern about the saving money 

of the students, and second is concern about that safty if they stay in the university 

domitory. 

statement of  position  For me, I am free with the university students, because they have strong reasons to support 

their argument. [The writer doesnôt really weigh up the arguments for and against ï she 

basically just sets them out and then, suddenly, at the end says that she supports one 

side.] And I am also the one who used to live in the university dormitory and was effected 

by this problems. 

recommendations  However, the problems had been occur and everyday had done their best to solve the 

problems. The point is we should understand each other in order to live happily and the 

society. [This is rather interesting,ï something ñmiddle-wayò  about this possibly ï i.e. 

the student calls for understanding and sympathy, even when people might be on 

opposing sides of the argument.] 
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From the analysis of the text above, the text does not follow the Discussion model as 

identified in the literature although the student tried to include some arguments and elements. 

She did not fully weigh up the arguments for and against. She just set them out and then at 

the end she said that she supported one side as indicated in the analysis. Interestingly, at the 

end of the text she suggested something that is related to the argument which is like a middle 

point in a sense that everyone should understand each other to live happily. Therefore, this 

text is not typical according to the Discussion genre which is identified in the Sydney genre 

based school.   

 

5.3.3 Instances of Macro genre 

From the analysis, one student [Student 2 in high group ] produced a macro genre.  The 

student included an example of her own about living outside the campus in that  

I am one of many students who stay in the dormitory. Especially, Next semester Kasetsart 

University, Kamphaeng Saen Campus where I stay has a new policy to increase the number of 

students living in each dormitory rooms. 

The text above indicates how the student organized her text by way of including an 

exemplum story.  

 

5.3.4 Different ways of text construction 

From the analysis of the texts in this section, it is clear that more students produced their texts 

in different ways which cover the following points.  

A) Middle Way Approach 

Two students [Student 2 in middle group  and Student 1 in middle group ] produced their 

texts in the ending part like a middle way. Student 2 suggested something in a sense that 

students should live together happily by making a good friendship with each other as  

illustrated below.  

The students who stay in dormitory should make a good friendship for each other that will bring 

a happy life of staying in the university dormitory with the new coming students. 

Similarly , Student 1 in middle group also indicated some thing at the end of her text like a 

middle point as shown below.  

However, the problems had been occur and everyday had done their best to solve the problems. 

The point is we should understand each other in order to live happily and the society. 

 

B) Rejection of the questions 

It is clear that some students in different groups [Student 2  in low group ] rejected the 

questions that were set up for the task in this section. To see this way of writing,  Student 2 in 

the low group tried to reject the question in a way that  

The most important thing is study. Live in University or not it just one element. 

From the instance above, the rejection of the questions is another way of text construction of 

at least one student which does not follow the Discussion model as identified in the literature.  

C) Instances of offering advice 
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From the analysis, some students [Student 2 in high group,Student 2 in middle group , 

Student 2 in low group] tried to shift from arguing to offering an advice which is not related 

to the argument proposed. To see some examples of this way of writing, Student 2 in middle 

group tried to suggest that students should live together happily in the dormitory as the text is 

illustrated below.  

The students who stay in dormitory should make a good friendship for each other that will bring 

a happy life of staying in the university dormitory with the new coming students.  

Also, Student 2 in low group  tried to suggest a point that is different from the argument as 

shown below.  

I think we should the liberal for them because we are in the same university.   

Therefore, from the analysis, the texts of the students concerning conformity and non-

conformity structures can be summarized in the following table. 

Table 10: Summary of Studentsô writing  

Group Student Pretest Exposition Discussion Consistent Inconsistent 

 

High 

1 Non-conformity to 

Sydney genre based 

school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

 

- 

Inconsistent 

2 Conformity to 

Sydney genre based 

school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

Consistent  

- 

 

Middle 

1 Conformity to 

Sydney genre based 

school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

Non-conformity 

to Sydney genre 

based school   

 

- 

Inconsistent 

2 Non-conformity to 

Sydney genre based 

school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

 

- 

Inconsistent 

  

Low 

1 Conformity to 

Sydney genre based 

school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

Consistent  

- 

2 Non-conformity to 

Sydney genre based 

school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

Conformity to 

Sydney genre 

based school   

 

- 

Inconsistent 

 

Total 

 

6 

3      Conformity 

3       Non-

conformity 

6   Conformity 5   Conformity 

1   Non-

conformity 

2  

Consistent 

4  

Inconsistent 

 

From the table, there is a diversity of generic structure development in all three stages of 

studentsô writing. There are both conformity and non-conformity structures to the Sydney 

genre based school. However, students can execute the exposition texts more conventionally 

compared to the pre-test texts and the discussion texts.   

 
7. Conclusion/ Discussion  

 

From the findings reported, it can be concluded that selected students produced their all texts 

differently from the first stage through the final stage. They produced the texts both in 

conformity and unconformity structures. Some students could execute the texts nearly fully 
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whereas some students could not.  They just employed partly structural prototypes in their 

texts. They also employed different ways of showing arguments. That is to say, they 

employed some sort of rejection of the questions, shifting from arguing to offering advice, 

showing an exemplum story. The most important thing is that some students tended to 

employ a middle way argumentation which departs from the standard structures identified in 

the literature, which indicates some signs of distinctive identities of Thai way of 

argumentation which might be found in other cultures. In this sense, they valued both sides of 

arguments. However, at the end they showed their position between those values. This is the 

main characteristic found in some studentsô texts. The results of this study in terms of 

óMiddle way argumentationô is similar to the study by Durkin (2007) who explored  the 

learning experiences of East Asian Masterôs students in dealing with Western academic 

norms of critical thinking in classroom debate and assignment writing. The data suggest that 

the majority of students interviewed rejected full academic acculturation into Western norms 

of argumentation. That is, they instead opted for a ñMiddle Wayò that synergizes the 

traditional cultural academic values held by many East Asian students with those elements of 

Western academic norms that are perceived to be aligned with these. This phenomenon is 

supported by a poll [Assumption University Poll, Thailand, 2009] conducted in some 

provinces in Thailand recently which was reported by Matichon Newspaper (2009). It 

reported that 53.4 percent of Thai adult teenagers feel bored in choosing political sides. 

Therefore, they decided to take the middle ground. This is one of the Thai peopleô 

characteristics that may somehow describe the middle way argumentation concerned. 

However, some classifications of this reflection in this study should be further studied in 

order to see how this affects Thai studentsô writing in a wider perspective when they write 

their argumentative texts.    

 

As discussed, concerning the Discussion genre, the structures of some students did not 

generally conform to the conventional structures identified in the literature. Some other 

factors such as limitation of time of teaching and learning, cultural factors and material 

preparation might have an effect on that phenomena. One factor could be seen in the 

influence of the middle way argumentation discussed previously. Therefore, the writing 

teachers should concern about cultural factors when applying the approach the classroom. 

Apart from this, the role of the teacher in all stages should be taken into account. Smith et al 

(1995) found in their study that the teacher built and used students' knowledge and guided 

development of discussion, using a teaching cycle in which her role changed as student 

learning developed. They then stated that the teacher had greater input at the beginning of 

each stage of the cycle, less input towards the middle as students were able to work more 

independently, and a larger role toward the end as students consolidated knowledge and 

learning. In addition, more techniques; reading and deconstructing information to inform 

student writing, introduction of metalanguage to examine the genre of discussion, and use of 

student knowledge for writing discussion should be included.   

 

8. Recommendations/Limitations of implication 
 

From the findings of the study, some recommendations are suggested.  

 

1. It is suggested that introducing the genre approach needs to be done systematically. It 

should be introduced in the early years of studentsô literacy learning. In this sense, it should 

be introduced in the basic writing courses in the first year of a university degree program. 

Then the following advanced courses concerning different genres should be offered. As far as 
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it is concerned, in the context of a Thai university, the genre based approach might be 

undertaken in the degree program structure as well.  

 

2. It is suggested that the teachers should be provided a focused training course that is 

involved with step by step implication of the approach with better understanding underlying 

the approach. That is, when practising the approach the role of the teacher should be 

gradually reduced once students can master their writing and become independent. In this 

sense, it is suggested that teacher control should not be more focused at the final stage of 

genre learning.  

 

As suggested by Christie (1999), the generic study focuses on making choice. So, in this 

study, students had a chance to choose different topics and issues to write and discus. This 

leads to different employments of how they presented their arguments. Therefore, when 

applying the approach in class, teachers should pay attention to this point. In doing so, 

teachers should give more opportunity to students to choose their own issues to write about or 

discuss. This may be from current situations and contexts where students themselves are 

engaged. This will make genre learning and teaching meet the studentsô expectation and 

experience. This also makes them develop their writing and arguments naturally. As indicated 

in one finding focusing on ó the middle way argumentationô, it is suggested that a variety of 

genres can make learners aware of their attention to present their own voice to the audience. 

To support this point, the context of culture and context of situation should also be 

considered. Paltridge (2001 p,45) notes that the context of culture includes the attitudes, 

values, and shared experiences of people living in a particular culture whereas a context of 

situation represents situation-specific variables that combine together to produce the 

particular register of a text.  It is suggested that these variables include the topic, or content, 

of the text (its field), the relationship between participants in the event (its tenor) and the 

channel of communication (its mode).  

 

However, from the results of the study some students shifted their writing from the 

conventional structures identified in the literature, especially they employed the middle way 

argumentation. This suggests that cross cultural factors play a vital role in their writing and 

therefore, the mixture of cultural expression might be taken into account when students 

produce their texts. In this sense, the teacher should not control studentsô ideas by 

immediately introducing western ways of expression. The teacher might, in turn, try to 

indicate some value of cultural differences of showing arguments. This can make students see 

how they can implement different ways of making their texts more arguable.  As 

recommended by some educational linguists (Martin 1992; Christie 1999) learning genres 

depends on studentsô choice as making meanings are in different forms. Therefore, when 

applying genres to learners, teacher has to be careful and takes some consideration into 

account. This will enable teachers to develop students in a critical way. Also, as suggested by 

Paltridge (2001 p,122), genre knowledge not only entails textual knowledge but also includes 

social and cultural knowledge.  

 

3. It is suggested that future research should look at some linguistic issues on lexical grammar 

level of studentsô writing. This study looked preliminarily at how the students develop their 

text focusing on generic structure. Some issues such as clause complexity, thematic 

development which are involved with cohesion and coherence should be further investigated 

in order to see how students develop their linguistic ability resulting from the approach 

concerned. Those issues should be clearly justified when the analysis is taken.   
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4. As this study is on a small scale, the generalization on the results should be carefully done. 

In future research, enormous database from different contexts of students in Thai universities 

across the country might be concerned for the analysis. Specially, the issue of middle way 

argumentation should be more further investigated whether it is a reflection from the standard 

genres according to the literature or it is a typical Thai way of making argument.      

 

  

 

Appendices 

 
Appendix 1 : Questions for the pre-test 

Instructions: Choose one of the following topics to write an argumentative essay of about 250 words. You have 

45 minutes to prepare and write it.  

1) At present, there is widespread concern that the price of petrol is increasing on a daily basis. Some people are 

advocating the use of gas (NVG and LPG) as a substitute for vehicles such as personal cars.  Do you agree or 

disagree with this proposal? Give reasons to support your arguments. 

2) There are some people who strongly encourage Thai students to travel abroad to study. They assert that 

foreign study has major advantages over studying at home. Do you agree or disagree with this position? Supply 

reasons for your argument? 
3) There is a growing concern about the dangers supposedly associated with theInternet, for example as a source 

of crime, child abuse and pornography. Do you agree or disagree with the proposition that, accordingly, the 

government should censor or prevent access to inappropriate websites in order to protect people? Give reasons 

for you arguments. 

Appendix 2: Questions for the Exposition genre 

Instructions: Choose one of the topics below to write an argumentative essay (One sided exposition) not less 

than 500 words. You have one hour and a half to write about it. 

1)  Recently the government has proposed introducing laws to limit the advertising of cigarettes and alcohol in 

the mass media. These measures are intended to reduce the consumption of alcohol and cigarettes with a view to 

improving the health of Thai people. Do you support or oppose such proposed laws? Should such constraints be 

placed on the operation of advertisers and the mass media? Do you believe such laws are likely to be effective in 

improving health? Give reasons to support your arguments.  

2) As has been reported in the media, the government is currently considering introducing laws which would 

give greater autonomy to government universities in the area of administration and academic freedom. This 

would bring Thai universities more into line with the conduct of universities in such countries as the United 

States and the United Kingdom. According to media reports, there is opposition to the proposed changes by 

some students and teachers. Do you support or oppose the proposed changes? Do you believe they are likely to 

be beneficial or harmful for the conduct of universities education in Thailand? Give reasons to support your 

arguments. 

3) In response to conflict and earlier acts of violence in parts of southern Thailand, the government has imposed 

martial law in the region. This state of martial law is still in operation in some southern provinces. Do you 

support or oppose the government in this decision to maintain martial law? Are such measures justified? Is 

maintaining martial law is the best interests of the people of this region and Thailand more widely? Give reasons 

to support your arguments. 

  

 

Appendix 3: Questions for the Discussion genre 

Instructions: Choose one of the topics below to write a discussion essay not less than 400 words. You have two 

hours to write about it. Ensure that you follow the structural elements (generic structure) of the discussion text 

studied in the class. You have one hour and 45 minutes to write your essay. 

1) Currently, the University Dormitory Unit of Kasetsart university, Kamphaengsaen campus has put forward a 

plan to the university administration which would involve an increase in the number of students living in each 

dormitory room for three or four to five per room. It is claimed that the increase in the number of students in 

each room is necessary because the number of students coming to the university is increasing each year, but 

there are no more funds available to construct new buildings to accommodate the larger student intake. So they 

say that it is a better idea to help students who can not afford more to live outside the university; that is, the 

students do not have to pay more comparing to living in private dormitories and apartments. However, students 

are opposed to the plan, arguing that increasing the number of students per room will result in a number of 
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problems, including an increase in noise and a loss of privacy and higher cost of payment. In considering this 

question, write an essay which weighs both sides of the debate (considering evidenceô forô and óagainstô) in 

order to reach a conclusion about which is the stronger and more convincing argument.ô  

2) As has been reported in the media, the government is investigating the cases of several bombings which 

occurred recently in Bangkok. Those bombings have had an impact on the Thai people generally, and on the 

people of Bangkok in particular. The government has warned that political conflicts in the country may be the 

motive for the bombings, or that those responsible may be associated with politicians who have recently been 

removed from power. They warn that more such bombings may occur. Accordingly, they urge everyone to 

watch for people acting suspiciously and have implemented security measures such as the checking of peopleôs 

bags and belonging at large gathering and in places such as bus terminals, airports, stadiums and cinemas. They 

are even keeping an eye on public bins to ensure that bombs are not placed there. Against these claims by the 

government, there are people who argue that, on the contrary, it is more likely that those responsible for the 

bombings are terrorists from southern Thailand and not the politicians who have recently been removed from 

power. They contend that the government should be focusing on the threat from international terrorists rather 

than seeking to lay the blame on locals. Write an essay which considers both sides of the debate, weighing up 

the various arguments in order to reach conclusion as to which is the stronger or more plausible point of view.  

3) As has been reported in the media, the ex-Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra is currently living outside the 

country after he was removed from power by the military. Those who took power assert that the action was 

necessary on account of the former regimeôs corruption and other problems. Now the ex Prime Minister is 

waging a campaign against the military government by means of interviews on the satellite television channel, 

CNN or in Time Magazine. His supporters are also struggling to regain power, claiming that Mr Shinawatara is 

the duly elected head state of Thailand. Obviously the current government is opposed to this. As well there is a 

section of the community which is opposed to a return to power by Mr Shinawatara on the grounds that this 

could result in instability, civil unrest and possibly political violence. Write an essay which considers both sides 

of the debate, weighing up the various arguments in order to reach a conclusion as to which is the stronger or 

more plausible point of view. 
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