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Welcome Message 
 

Welcome to Brisbane and to the Kelvin Grove campus of QUT for the 2009 
annual conference of the Australian Systemic Functional Linguistics Association 
(ASFLA). We hope that youôll find the conference both pleasant and intellectually 
stimulating and that youôll enjoy your stay in the River City. 

SFL does not currently have a prominent presence in linguistics departments in 
the various universities in Brisbane but it has exercised a significant influence on 
school English syllabuses in Queensland over the past twenty years. 
Interestingly, it may well be true that the influence on schooling of the ñSydney 
Schoolò has been greater in the Sunshine State than in New South Wales. 
Whether that is true or not, it is certainly the case that there are a good many 
teachers in Queensland who appreciate the power of insights derived from SFL in 
connection with their work in classrooms. For this reason we were pleased to 
have the opportunity to host the conference in Brisbane once again and to spread 
the word amongst teachers, teacher educators and associated professionals. 

Planning for the conference and the associated institute began with a shorter 
time line than we would have liked and our initial projections were that 
attendance would be relatively modest. Who could really tell how the Global 
Financial Crisis would impact on attendance at such an event as this? As things 
have turned out, registrations for the conference have topped the 100 mark and 
more than 40 have participated in the two-day institute workshops.  

We thank all participants for their confidence and support. Thanks are also due to 
our small but hard-working organizing committee and our administrative support 
team. In addition, the organizers are particularly appreciative of the generous 
sponsorship provided by the Centre for Learning Innovation and the Faculty of 
Education at QUT which have jointly funded our international speaker. The 
committee also extends thanks to the Queensland Government's Department of 
Education and Training which provided scholarships for Queensland teachers. 
Finally, thanks to Lindsay Williams of Wordsmart Consulting for sponsoring the 
nibbles at the welcome drinks at the Normanby Hotel on Wednesday afternoon.   

Co-convenors 

 Dr Beryl Exley, Senior Lecturer QUT & National Executive of ALEA  

 Garry Collins, English HOD (retired) & President of ETAQ  

Organizing Committee 

 Kay Bishop, HOD Forest Lake State High School  

 Michele Endicott, Lecturer Australian Catholic University 

 Dr Lenore Ferguson, Educational Consultant 

 Lindsay Williams, Educational Consultant, Wordsmart Consulting 

Administrative Team 

 Allan Henderson 

 Margaret Burrowes 

Technical Support  

 Kev Bishop,  Technology HOD, 
Bremer State College 
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Social Events  

Welcome Tea & Coffee  

 
Come and join us in the E3 Hallway each morning for your welcome tea and 
coffee from 8.30am each day of the conference. Youôre free to make your cuppa 
and then walk around the campus or just find a spot in the pit and chat to other 
conference delegates. Weôre hosting interstate and international visitors, so 
please make the most of the casual Brisbane environment and introduce 
yourself. Participants will be issued with a water bottle at registration. We ask that 
you refill it from the water fountains located throughout the QUT buildings.  

Lunches & Morning & Afternoon Teas 

 
All meals, snacks and beverages will be served in the E3 hallway. There will be 
two stations, so if the first is busy, just move onto the second. Thereôs plenty for 
everyone! Fridayôs lunch will be a take away tucker box, just in case you have to 
grab a bite and run. Those who have ordered special lunch meals can find their 
delectable delights waiting at the registration desk. Weôve paid special attention 
to those with dietary needs, so if we havenôt quite got your order right, please let 
us know and weôll do our best to rectify it so you donôt go hungry.   

Welcome Reception, Wednesday 30th September, 2009, 5pm onwards 

--Sponsored by ñWordsmart Consultingò-- 

 
Complimentary welcome drinks will be served at a local landmark, The Normanby 
Hotel, Normanby Fiveways, Kelvin Grove Rd, Kelvin Grove from 5pm on 
Wednesday 30th September. Join us for a stroll up the street and across the road 
for a drink, a nibble and some dedicated chatting time. The Normanby Hotel is 
located directly opposite the bus interchange, with buses travelling to the city and 
Southbank every couple of minutes. Route 66, 345 and 330 stop at King George 
Square bus interchange (City Centre) and the Cultural Centre (Southbank).  As 
youôll be on the city boundary, you can also walk into the city (2km) or Southbank 
(3km) to find a plethora of dining venues.  

ASFLA Conference Dinner, Thursday 1st November, 2009 

 
The annual conference dinner will be held at Little Lily, a fabulously new and 
fresh Thai shared banquet restaurant located at the bottom of the QUT hill at 
Shop 19, Village Centre, on Carraway Street (between Musk Ave and Ramsgate 
St). Fifty-two people indicated their intention to attend when they registered. 
There are still a few places remaining. If you are interested in booking the 
remaining places, please check with the registration desk to make payment ($40 
pp, not including drinks). Places are limited as we have almost reached the 
venueôs capacity. Non-alcoholic drinks are available for purchase at the 
restaurant. For those wanting to indulge in a glass or two of something special, 
Urban Village Cellars is open until 8pm in Shop 11, Village Centre in Musk 
Avenue.  
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General Infor mation  
 

Conference Venue 

 
QUT is one of Australiaôs largest universities, enrolling 40 000 students, 12 
percent from overseas. QUT offers a broader range of undergraduate degrees 
than most other universities, with the flexibility to choose a combination of study 
areas as well as participate in exchange programs with overseas universities. 
QUT is the largest provider of bachelor degree graduates into full-time 
employment in Australia each year and its graduate employment rate is well 
above the national average for Australian universities.  
 
ASFLA thank QUT for their support and assistance in providing a venue for this 
conference.  

Name Badges 

 
Delegates are requested to wear their badges for entry to conference sessions 
and whilst accessing the morning  tea, lunch and afternoon tea.  

Mobile Phones 

 
For the convenience of all delegates, please ensure that your mobile phone is 
switched to silent during presentations. off during sessions.  

Smoking 

QUT has a policy for a smoke free environment. Smoking is prohibited :  

 in all buildings or parts of buildings under QUT's control  
 in any outdoor area of a food outlet, or any outdoor area where food and 

drink is provided  
 within 10 metres of any entrance to buildings, air conditioning intakes, 

ventilation louvres or opened windows  
 on all semi-enclosed thoroughfares such as verandahs or colonnades and 

on all elevated walkways with or without fixed roof structures which require 
people using building entrances or moving between buildings to pass 
through tobacco smoke emissions  

 in any other area where there is signage expressly prohibiting smoking.  

Emergency Situations 

 

QUT Security Phone:    3138 5585 
QUT Emergencies Phone:    3138 8888 
Queensland Ambulance Services:   000 
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Building Map  

Level 3, E Block, Kelvin Grove, QUT 

 

 
 

E214 ï Lecture Theatre (accessible from Level 3) 

E305 ï Concurrent session room  

E306 ï Concurrent session room  

Toilets  
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PLENARY & FEATURED 
SPEAKERS 

 
Professor Beverly 
Derewianka  

(University of Wollongong) 
bev_derewianka@uow.edu.au 

 
Knowledge about Language 
in the National English 
Curriculum. 

The advent of a national curriculum for English 
brings with it exciting opportunities to re-imagine 
what an English curriculum for future times might 
look like. The key elements proposed for the 
National Curriculum are: 

 Knowledge about the English language  

 Informed appreciation of literature, and  

 Growing repertoires of English usage.  

Perhaps the most controversial of these is the 
first. What is meant by óknowledge about 
languageô? This presentation will canvass some 
of the issues arising from the decision to 
foreground knowledge about English in the new 
curriculum. What is an appropriate model of 
language? What metalanguage might be used? 
What about traditional grammar? How to develop 
teachersô and studentsô knowledge about 
language?  

Conscious of previous attempts at promoting a 
knowledge about Language element from a 
functional perspective (eg English K-6 Mark 1 in 
NSW; the National Curriculum (LINC) in the UK), 
the paper will explore some of the constraints 
involved in the decisions made in developing the 
current national curriculum. Using a Bernsteinian 
framework, the presentation will track 
interactions between the field of production, the 
field of recontextualization and the field of 
reproduction.  

Bio: Beverly has been an active participant in the 
field of Language Education for some thirty 
years, initially in the area of Community 
Languages and then in Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages. Her research 
spans the learning of both English as a 
mothertongue and ESL/EFL - from children 
through to adults ï drawing on a Hallidayan 
functional approach to language and learning. 
More recently, she has become involved in the 

design and delivery of online teaching resources 
and web-based learning environments. 
_______________________________________ 

 
Dr. Susan Hood 

(University of Technology, 
Sydney) 
Sue.Hood@uts.edu.au 

 
Challenging dominant 
orientations to genre in 
EAP:  An SFL perspective 
on research writing. 
 
Much of the current published research literature 
on genres in academic discourse is concerned 
with disciplinary difference. Dominantly such 
studies come either from the field of pragmatics, 
drawing on Swalesian analyses of moves and 
corpus analyses of frequencies, or from the field 
of new rhetoric privileging activity at the expense 
of language. In this paper I critique these 
orientations to an understanding of genre from 
the perspective of Systemic Functional Linguistic 
theory. I focus on the potential that SFL offers to 
further our understanding of academic 
discourses and the ways those discourses vary 
across disciplines. In doing so I revisit the much-
analysed genre of introductions to research 
articles with reference to a number of  
dimensions of SFL theory including genre, 
register, appraisal, ideation, and periodicity. The 
paper aims to make connections to pedagogic 
practices in English for 
academic purposes. 
 
Bio: Susan is a Senior Lecturer in Applied 
Linguistics and TESOL at the University of 
Technology, Sydney. She has researched and 
published widely in the area of written academic 
English with a focus on the language of 
evaluation. More recently her interest in 
interpersonal meaning has extended into 
domains of spoken interaction from classrooms 
to call centres, and into multimodal meaning 
making, a especially in gesture. 
_______________________________________ 

 
Associate Professor Mary Macken-
Horarik  
(University of New England) 
mmackenh@une.edu.au 
 
A Grammatics ógood 
enoughô for school 
English. 

mailto:bev_derewianka@uow.edu.au
mailto:Sue.Hood@uts.edu.au
mailto:mmackenh@une.edu.au
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This paper will take up the challenge laid down 
by Michael Halliday to develop a grammatics that 
is adequate to the size and complexity of 
language in use. It will consider how systemic 
functional grammatics (SFG) can be adapted 
more successfully to the demands of school 
English, especially with an emerging national 
curriculum. Calls in the Framing Paper to engage 
with ócomplex textsô, with ómultimodalô discourse, 
with the relationship between óknowledge aboutô 
and óknow howô, and to develop in students a 
ódeep knowledgeô about language, make the 
articulation of a ógood enoughô grammatics, core 
business for educational linguistics in Australia.  

In this paper, I will consider the affordances (and 
limits) of tools in SFG for doing important work in 
English. I argue that this work must make the 
disciplinary nature of English more visible to 
students and their teachers. What might it be to 
use SFG to make crucial forms of knowledge 
more salient for students for whom English is a 
mystery, to enhance their literate capacities, to 
work with the instantial potential of studentsô 
texts, and to enable them through the 
grammatics to intervene productively in social 
and environmental futures? What might it be to 
develop a really good grammatics? 

Bio: Mary is Associate Professor of English and 
Mulitliteracies Education in the School of 
Education at the University of New England in 
Armidale, NSW. She worked for many years in 
the field of English language education as 
English teacher, curriculum developer and 
researcher and is now publishing widely in the 
field of multilteracies. She is best known for her 
work in systemic functional linguistics and is 
currently writing a book for young people about 
how to get an A in English. 
_______________________________________ 

Professor Jim 
Martin  

(University of Sydney) 
jmartin@mail.usyd.edu.au 
 
Literacy teaching and 
language learning: 
reflections on the Sydney School. 

In this paper I'll focus on the development of the 
literacy teaching strategies developed 
cooperatively by teachers, educational linguists 
and functional linguists associated with the 
Sydney School's genre-based literacy programs. 
These initiatives have now developed over three 
decades through three main phases: the 
teaching-learning cycles designed in programs 

sponsored by the Metropolitan East 
Disadvantaged Schools Program, the global and 
local R2L/L2R cycles developed by Rose and his 
colleagues around the world, and current 
initiatives adapting these strategies for on-line 
learning in tertiary EAP contexts at the University 
of Sydney and City University Hong Kong.  

Throughout, these innovative pedagogies have 
been informed by a functional model of language 
and a language-based theory of learning, and by 
a commitment to social justice in terms of the 
distribution of literacy resources to all members 
of the community; and throughout they have 
involved classroom teachers and language 
consultants in a productive action research 
dialogue with university based personnel. A 
particular concern of this presentation will be the 
complementarity of the writing-focussed DSP 
cycle and the reading-focussed Reading to 
Learn cycle.   

Are there possibilities for synthesis? When and 
where might each be used? 

Bio: Jim is Professor of Linguistics (Personal 
Chair) at the University of Sydney.  His research 
interests include systemic theory, functional 
grammar, discourse semantics, register, genre, 
multimodality and critical discourse analysis, 
focussing on English and Tagalog - with special 
reference to the transdisciplinary fields of 
educational linguistics and social semiotics.  
Recent publications include The Language of 
Evaluation (with Peter White) Palgrave 2005; 
Language, Knowledge and Pedagogy (Edited 
with Fran Christie) Continuum 2007; and with 
David Rose, a second edition of Working with 
Discourse (Continuum 2007) and a book on 
genre (Genre relations: mapping culture, 
Equinox 2008).  Professor Martin was elected a 
fellow the Australian Academy of the Humanities 
in 1998, and awarded a Centenary Medal for his 
services to Linguistics and Philology in 2003. 
_______________________________________ 

 
Dr. Clare Painter  
(University of New South 
Wales) 
empa@unsw.edu.au   

Childrenôs picture books: 
exploring meaning choice 
in visual-verbal text. 

This presentation draws on SFL theory to offer a 
framework for reflection on, and analysis of, 
childrenôs narrative picture books. It will suggest 
extensions to current descriptions of óvisual 

mailto:jmartin@mail.usyd.edu.au
mailto:
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grammarô (Kress and Van Leeuwen 2006), and a 
framework allowing the contributions to meaning 
of the visual and verbal modalities to be clarified. 
This framework foregrounds two key SFL 
principles ï those of ómetafunctionô and 
óinstantiationô (Halliday and Matthiessen 
2004:20). The first of these posits that meaning 
systems (of both language and image) are 
organised in terms of the three functions of 
construing content, engaging interpersonally and 
maintaining coherence.  

The second refers to the relation between the 
overall meaning systems and the particular text 
being explored ï here a óbi-modalô one. The talk 
will outline the way meaning systems for 
language within each metafunction are 
complemented by meaning systems for image 
(with each semiotic offering resources related to 
characterisation, setting, focalisation, etc).  

Following this, well-regarded picture books will 
be examined to show various ways in which 
verbal and visual meaning choices may be 
differentially ócommittedô in the process of 
instantiation (Martin 2008). This examination will 
highlight the value of these books as pedagogic 
texts apprenticing young readers into literacy 
and literature.  

Bio: Clare is a Visiting Fellow at the University of 
New South Wales, where she has taught 
courses functional grammar, children's language 
development, children's literature and visual 
communication. Publications include Learning 
through language in early childhood (Continuum 
1999) and (with J.R. Martin and C.M.I.M 
Matthiessen) Working with Functional 
Grammar 2nd ed. (Commercial Press 
forthcoming). Her recent research is in visual 
grammar and image/text relations in children's 
narrative picture books. 
_______________________________________ 

 
Dr. David Rose  
(University of Sydney) 

d.rose@edfac.usyd.edu.au 
 
Beyond literacy: building 
an integrated pedagogic 
genre. 

In this paper I will attempt 
to integrate a theoretical model of the pedagogy 
known as Reading to Learn, with a theoretical 
model of the professional learning program 
through which teachers become Reading to 
Learn practitioners. For the PD program, one of 
the hardest nuts to crack is the notion that 

óliteracyô is a separate activity or topic from the 
mainstream content of the school curriculum.  

Reading to Learn gives teachers the professional 
resources to get beyond this division, to integrate 
teaching the curriculum with the metalinguistic 
skills that all their students need to learn it. In the 
process we continually criss-cross the borderline 
between theory and practice, as knowledge 
about pedagogy and language builds over a year 
of training, implementation and tracking studentsô 
progress.  

Bio:David is the director of Reading to Learn, an 
international literacy program that trains teachers 
across school and university sectors, 

www.readingtolearn.com.au. He is also an 

Associate of both the Faculty of Education and 
Social Work and the Department of Linguistics at 
the University of Sydney. His research interests 
include literacy pedagogy and teacher education, 
language and cultural contexts and language 
evolution. He is the author of The Western 
Desert Code: an Australian cryptogrammar. 
Canberra: Pacific Linguistics, 2001, Working with 
Discourse: meaning beyond the clause (with J.R. 
Martin). London: Continuum, 2003/2007 and 
Genre Relations: mapping culture (also with J.R. 
Martin). London: Equinox, 2008. 
_______________________________________ 

 
Professor Len Unsworth 
(University of New England) 
hosedu@une.edu.au 
 
Student comprehension of 
image/language relations 
in paper-media and 
interactive online texts. 

In recent years, literacy 
educators and researchers have increasingly 
recognized the need to re-conceptualize 
logocentric accounts of literacy and literacy 
pedagogy, to address the increased role of 
images in a range of text types. This re-
conceptualization is reflected in English syllabus 
documents, and was also reflected in a number 
of the former State-based tests of reading 
comprehension, such as the New South Wales 
Basic Skills Tests (BST) for school years three 
and five [although only minimally in the reading 
comprehension element of the first National 
Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN)]. However, despite the advocacy of 
including the role of images in reading pedagogy 
and assessment, there has been limited concern 
by educators with the nature of image/language 

mailto:d.rose@edfac.usyd.edu.au
http://www.readingtolearn.com.au/
mailto:hosedu@une.edu.au
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relations, and their role in the construction of 
multimodal meaning in texts. 

At the same time, there has been a growing 
body of work, mostly from those involved in 
systemic functional semiotics, seeking to 
theorize and describe the nature of 
image/language interaction.  Nevertheless, this 
work remains in its infancy, and, while aspects of 
some commonly accepted modelling, based on 
taxis and logico-semantic relations, remain 
problematic, promising recent approaches focus 
more on the bi-modal co-operation of the visual 
and verbal in the instantiation of a genre, rather 
than regarding visual and verbal meaning as 
realizations of an underlying meaning (Painter, 
C. & Martin, J. R. (in press)). 

This paper reports on research conducted by 
Eveline Chan and Len Unsworth*, drawing on 
early conceptualizations of image/language 
relations to investigate the relative difficulty of 
BST comprehension test questions requiring 
students to negotiate different types of 
image/language relations. The types of 
image/language relations are described, and 
results of statistical analysis of student 
comprehension data are presented, to indicate 
their relative difficulty for students. The results of 
a smaller study, investigating year six studentsô 
comprehension of different kinds of 
image/language relations in online texts are also 
presented.  Implications for multimodal literacy 
pedagogy are discussed, and issues for further 
systemic functional semiotic theorization of 
image/language interaction are raised.    

Painter, C. and Martin, J.R. (in press) Intermodal 
complementarity: modelling affordances across 
image and verbiage in childrenôs picture books. 
Ilha do Desterro: A Journal of English Language, 
Literatures in English and Cultural Studies 
(Special Issue on Multimodality). 

* Australian Research Council Linkage Project: 
New Dimensions of Group Literacy Tests for 
Schools: Multimodal reading comprehension in 
conventional and computer-based formats. 
(2006-2008) 

Bio: Len is Professor in English and Literacies 
Education, and Head of the School of Education, 
at the University of New England. His 
publications include Literacy learning and 
teaching (Macmillan, 1993), Researching 
language in schools and communities 
(Continuum, 2000), Teaching multiliteracies 
across the curriculum (Open University Press, 
2001), [with Angela Thomas, Alyson Simpson 

and Jenny Asha] Teaching childrenôs literature 
with Information and Communication 
Technologies (McGraw-Hill/Open University 
Press 2005),  e-literature for children and 
classroom literacy learning (Routledge, 2006), 
New Literacies and the English Curriculum 
(Continuum, 2008) and Multimodal Semiotics 
(Continuum, 2008).  
_______________________________________ 
 
Professor Geoff 
Williams  
(University of British Columbia) 
geoff.williams@ubc.ca 
 
Learning to Know about 
Language. 

Sponsored by Faculty of 
Education & Centre for Learning Innovation, 
Queensland University of Technology.  

Systemic functional linguistics can justly claim to 
have contributed a lot to understanding the 
importance of learnersô development of 
knowledge about language. SFL work stretches 
from the 1970s Schools Council projects, which 
contributed so much at the early childhood, 
primary and senior secondary levels, through 
diverse genre-based pedagogies, with many 
international implications for language education, 
to a variety of projects on academic literacies, 
and to grammatics projects with very young 
children in Sydney and elsewhere. One of the 
achievements of Continuing discourse on 
language (Hasan, Matthiessen and Webster 
eds., 2004 and 2005) was to make overviews of 
this work readily available, allowing us to 
critically reflect on the state of knowledge from 
an SFL theoretical perspective. 
 
What now should be key in SFLôs agenda in the 
development of knowledge about language field 
for the next decade or so?  
 
One important issue is to learn more about what 
teachers typically know and believe about 
language, and therefore what they can mediate 
successfully in childrenôs learning, and what they 
will find difficult. Even on entry to their 
professional programmes, teachers have strong 
beliefs and extensive knowledge bases about 
language. But, the extent of these knowledge 
bases can be deceptive. The paper explores the 
complexity of this issue, reporting key findings 
from a recent survey of 400 elementary teacher 
candidates as they entered a post-degree 
program at a large Canadian university. In 
particular, there was major variation in depth of 

mailto:geoff.williams@ubc.ca
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understanding at different strata. I argue that this 
variation in itself makes their generally inclusive, 
pedagogically sophisticated language beliefs to 
be vulnerable to difficulties they will encounter in 
practice. In particular, it limits their abilities to 
understand, in sufficient practical depth, how 
children from different social backgrounds learn 
through language, and therefore what might be 
involved for these children in learning about 
language so they can practically critique its 
effects in various contexts. 
 
And it is, of course, access to such privileging 
practices for children from marginalized social 
positions that has been of so much interest to 
SFL researchers. SFL has made important 
contributions to improving practice, but there 
remain basic issues we urgently need to 
examine. In the second part of the paper I will 
consider some implications specifically from 
Hasanôs and her studentsô work on variation in 
child language development. This work suggests 
two phenomena that are critical to understanding 
conditions for the development of knowledge 
about language in early schooling: invisible 
semiotic mediation, and effects of different 
formative motifs involved in child language 
development through different varieties of 
caregiver-child interaction (Hasan, 2004). SFL 
has so far been much more successful at 

understanding and investigating the value of 
visible semiotic mediation than effects of the 
invisible. Exploring invisible semiotic mediation in 
detail, it appears that better understanding the 
semantic functioning and affordances of 
prefacing, realized lexicogrammatically through 
projection, is critical. Why is prefacing so central 
to one type of formative motif? How early, and in 
what forms, does it emerge in child language 
development? And why might it be so important 
to the development of óreflection literacyô (Hasan, 
1996)? These are the central questions of the 
second phase of the paper. 
 
Bio: Geoff is the Head of the Department of 
Language and Literacy Education at the 
University of British Columbia, whose 
programmes include TESL, Literacy, Modern 
Languages and Teacher Librarianship. Prior to 
moving to UBC in 2005 Geoff taught and 
researched in the Faculties of Arts and 
Education at the University of Sydney. He is a 
former President of both ASFLA and ISFLA, the 
international systemics association. His main 
research interests are in child language and 
literacy development, including semantic 
variation, protolanguage, children's learning of 
grammatics, and the poetics of children's 
literature. 

__________________________________________________________ 
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ASFLA 2009 Research Conference Educational Program 

Wednesday 30 September Day 1 
 

 
08.30 - 09.00 am 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Welcome tea & coffee and registration 

09.00 - 09.10 am Room E214: Conference opening: Professor Wendy Patton, Executive Dean, Faculty of Education, Queensland University of Technology 

09.10 -10.10 am Room E214: Knowledge about Language in the National English Curriculum.  
Plenary ï Professor Beverly Derewianka (University of Wollongong) 

10.15 -10.45 am Room E214: Is it simple, compound or 
complex? Effective teaching methods for 
sentence structure Years 3 ð 9. (Part 1 of 2) 
Deb Tyson (Pat Edgar Education Consultancy) 

Room E305: òThat conversation would 
be very different now.ó (Part 1 of 2) 
Melissa Dickson-Ford 
Masina Tauleôalo  
Jane Kelly (Education Queensland) 

Room E306: Exploring intellectual challenge, 
language development and affect in ESL 
programs. 
Dr Jennifer Hammond (University of Technology 
Sydney)    

 
10.50 -11.20 am 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Morning Tea 

11.25 -11.55 am Room E214: Is it simple, compound or 
complex? Effective teaching methods for 
sentence structure Years 3 ð 9. (Part 2 of 2) 
Deb Tyson (Pat Edgar Education Consultancy) 

Room E305: òThat conversation would 
be very different now.ó (Part 2 of 2) 
Melissa Dickson-Ford 
Masina Tauleôalo  
Jane Kelly ( Education Queensland) 

Room E306: Strategies Used to Transfer 
Experiential Meanings in C-E Consecutive 
Interpreting:  
A Case Study of Former Premier Zhuõs Press 
Conference.  
Yijun Guo (School of Languages and Linguistics, 
Griffith University)  

12.00 -12.30 pm Room E214: Strategies for Teaching 
English Grammar. (Part 1 of 2) 
Dr Rod Campbell (Education through Literacy; 
Principal at Metro College of Technology)    
 

Room E305: Understanding ôthe pleasure 
of the textõ: Explaining creativity and 
inventiveness through explicit attention 
to the language of literature. (Part 1 of 2) 
Dr Lorraine McDonald (Australian Catholic 
University) 

Room E306: Achieving Learning Intentions 
Through Functional Grammar.  
(Part 1 of 2) 
Chris Payne (Catholic Education Office South 
Australia) 
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12.35 - 01.05 pm Room E214: Strategies for Teaching 
English Grammar. (Part 2 of 2) 
Dr Rod Campbell (Education through Literacy; 
Principal at Metro College of Technology)    
 

Room E305: Understanding ôthe pleasure 
of the textõ: Explaining creativity and 
inventiveness through explicit attention 
to the language of literature. (Part 2 of 2) 
Dr Lorraine McDonald (Australian Catholic 
University) 

Room E306: Improving the Learning Outcomes of 
Students through Functional Grammar.  
(Part 2 of 2) 
Chris Payne (Catholic Education Office South 
Australia) 

 
01.10 - 01.40 pm 
 

 
Lunch & book display 

01.45 - 02.15 pm Room E214: Practical classroom strategies 
for applying functional grammar. (Part 1 of 
2) 

David Waterworth (Waterworth Consultants 
Pty Ltd) 

Room E305: Obama, Rudd and the 
Australian National English Curriculum. 
(Part 1 of 2) 

Associate Professor Kristina Love   
Associate Professor Mary Macken-Horarik  
(University of Melbourne; University of New 
England)   

Room E306: Building of academic discourses in 
university studentsõ writing. 
Fung Kan Pun (Department of Chinese, Translation 
and Linguistics, City University of Hong Kong, and 
Department of Linguistics, the University of Sydney) 
 

02.20 - 02.50 pm Room E214: Practical classroom strategies 
for applying functional grammar. (Part 2 of 
2) 

David Waterworth (Waterworth Consultants 
Pty Ltd) 

Room E305: Obama, Rudd and the 
Australian National English Curriculum. 
(Part 2 of 2) 

Associate Professor Kristina Love   
Associate Professor Mary Macken-Horarik  
(University of Melbourne; University of New 
England)   

Room E306: A tool for building language 
awareness in the appreciation of Classical Greek 
literature. 
Dr Vassilis Vagios (National Taiwan University) 

 
02.55 - 03.25 pm 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Afternoon Tea 

03.30 - 04.30 pm Room E214: Student comprehension of image/language relations in paper-media and interactive online texts. 
Plenary ï Professor Len Unsworth (University of New England) 

 
05.00 pm onwards 

 
ASFLA Welcome Drinks ï Normanby Hotel, Kelvin Grove (5 min walk or one bus stop) 
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Thursday 1 October Day 2 
 

 
08.30-09.00 am 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Welcome tea & coffee and registration 

09.00 - 09.10 am Room E214: Housekeeping & book launch 

09.10 -10.10 am Room E214: Learning to Know about Language.  
Plenary ï Professor Geoff Williams (University of British Columbia) 
Sponsored by Faculty of Education & Centre for Learning Innovation, Queensland University of Technology 

10.15 -10.45 am Room E214: An Overview of the progress 
of SFL in Some South Australian 
Government Secondary Schools. 
Ross Hamilton  
Joan Richards 
(Glenunga International High School; 
DECS (SA) ESL Program) 

Room E305: Logogenesis and Inequality: 
how interpersonal meanings are made. 
Erika Matruglio (University of Technology, 
Sydney; University of Sydney) 

Room E306: The Role of Genre Based Approach 
and Linguistic Exploration on Academic Writing 
of Thai University Students. 
Udom Srinon (Discipline of Linguistics, University of 
Adelaide) 

 
10.50 - 11.20 am 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Morning Tea 

11.25 - 01.55 am Room E214: ôBridgesõ - How can we 
ôconstructõ explicit learning and teaching 
activities that ôlinkõ functional grammar 
theory to classroom practice. (Part 1 of 2) 
Lyn Aspinall (Shorncliffe State School) 

Room E305: Collaborative group work in 
primary mathematics: Processes in the 
mathematics domain. 
Katherine Doyle   
Dr Beryl Exley  
(Queensland University of Technology;          
Queensland University of Technology)             

Room E306: Exploring shifts in translating 
English nominal groups modified by embedded 
clauses: a corpus-based approach. 
Jing Fang 
Dr Canzhong Wu  
(Department of Linguistics  Macquarie University; 
Department of Linguistics  Macquarie University)  

12.00 -12.30 pm Room E214: ôBridgesõ - How can we 
ôconstructõ explicit learning and teaching 
activities that ôlinkõ functional grammar 
theory to classroom practice. (Part 2 of 2) 
Lyn Aspinall (Shorncliffe State School) 

Room E305: Writing the ôcompletely 
obviousõ ð dialogic features of 
undergraduate studentsõ writing in 
Linguistics. 
Nayia Cominos (University of Adelaide) 

Room E306: Functions of teacher talk in College 
English classrooms. 
Hui Du (University of South Australia) 
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12.35 - 01.05 pm Room E214: A little text can go a long way. 
Dr. Lenore Ferguson  
 

Room E305: Relating grammatical 
analyses and comprehension of multi-
semiotic texts.  
Ann Daly (University of New England;  NSW 
Department of Education and Training) 

Room E306: Grammatical metaphor and the 
degree of abstraction and/or objectification in   
scientific and historical texts in Persian. 
Zheila Bahman (University of Sydney) 
 

 
01.10 - 01.40 pm 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Lunch & book display 

01.45 - 02.45 pm Room E214: Challenging dominant orientations to genre in EAP:  An SFL perspective on research writing. 

Featured speaker -- Dr Sue Hood (University of Technology, Sydney) 

02.50 - 03.20 pm Room E214: Academic Literacies and the 
Epistemology of Subject Specialisation. 
Dr Peter Mickan (University of Adelaide) 

Room E305: Standing out on critical 
issues: accumulation of attitude in 
influential verbal-visual news texts. 
Dorothy Economou (University of Sydney) 

Room E306: Researching the Nature of the 
Pedagogic Device through Danish as a Second 
Language. 
Anna-Vera Meidell Sigsgaard (Aarhus University, 
Denmark) 

 
03.25 - 03.55 pm 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Afternoon Tea 

04.00 - 05:00 pm Room E214: A Grammatics ôgood enoughõ for school English. 
Plenary ï Associate Professor Mary Macken-Horarik (University of New England) 

 
05.00 - 05.30 pm 

 
Room E214: ASFLA AGM  
 

 
05.45 pm onwards 

 
Conference dinner Kelvin Grove Urban Village  - Little Lily, Carraway St, Kelvin Grove (3 min walk down hill)  
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Friday 2 October   Day 3 
 

 
08.30 - 09.00 am 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Welcome tea & coffee and registration 

09.00 - 09.10 am Room E214: Housekeeping & book launch 

09.10 - 10.10 am Room E214: Literacy teaching and language learning: reflections on the Sydney School. 
Plenary ï Professor Jim Martin (University of Sydney) 

10.15 - 10.45 am Room E306: The interactive whiteboard: 
tool and agent of semiotic mediation. 
Dr Pauline Jones 
Dr Lisa Kervin  
Sophie McIntosh  
(University of Wollongong) 

Room E305: Genre pedagogy goes 
online ð the SLATE project. (Part 1 of 4) 
Colloquia: Genre pedagogy goes online  
Dr Sally Humphrey  
Dr Shooshi Dreyfus  
(University of Sydney) 

Room E306: Grammatics by way of visual images 
in teacher education. 
Dr Susan Feez (University of New England) 
 

 
10.50 -11.20 am 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Morning Tea 

11.25 - 11.55 am Room E214: Identity Construction in Online 
Personal Ads. 
Kesuma A. Bakar (University of Sydney) 

Room E305: Genre pedagogy goes 
online ð the SLATE project. (Part 2 of 4) 
Colloquia: Genre pedagogy goes online 
Dr Sally Humphrey  
Shooshi Dreyfus 
(University of Sydney) 

Room E306: Teaching and using functional 
grammar in secondary school English.  
(Part 1 of 3) 
Garry Collins (ETAQ) 

12.00 - 12.30 pm Room E214:  Multiliteracies Plus: 
Extending a Functional Approach to Digital 
Movie-Making in the Classroom. 
Dr Kathy Mills (Queensland University of 
Technology)             

Room E305: Genre pedagogy goes 
online ð the  SLATE project. (Part 3 of 4) 
Colloquia: Genre pedagogy goes online 
Lucy Macnaught (SLATE project) 

Room E306: Teaching and using functional 
grammar in secondary school English.  
(Part 2 of 3) 
Garry Collins (ETAQ) 
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12.35 - 01.05 pm Room E214:  Hallidayõs ôregisterõ: some 
methodological considerations. 
Dr Anabelle Lukin (Department of Linguistics 
Macquarie University) 

Room E305: Genre pedagogy goes 
online ð the  SLATE project. (Part 4 of 4) 
Colloquia: Genre pedagogy goes online 
Yilmaz Devrim (University of Sydney) 

Room E306: Teaching and using functional 
grammar in secondary school English.  
(Part 2 of 3) 
Garry Collins (ETAQ) 

 
01.10 - 01.40 pm 
 

 
E3 Hallway: Lunch & book display 
 
 

01.45 - 02.45 pm Room E214: Beyond literacy: building an integrated pedagogic genre. 
Featured speaker-- Dr David Rose (University of Sydney) 

 
2.50 ï 3.00 pm 

 
E3 Hallway: Afternoon tea 
 

03.05 ï 4.05 pm  Room E214: Childrenõs picture books: exploring meaning choice in visual-verbal text. 
Featured speaker -- Dr Clare Painter (University of New South Wales) 

 
04.05 ï 4.15 pm  
 

 
Room E214: Conference close: ASFLA President 
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Abstracts & Biographies 
Concurrent Program  

 
Lyn Aspinall (Shorncliffe State School) 

laspi2@eq.edu.au 
 
óBridgesô - How can we óconstructô explicit 
learning and teaching activities that ólinkô 
functional grammar theory to classroom 
practice. 
 
This practical workshop actively engages 
participants in a series of functional grammar 
lessons designed explicitly to teach students 
how to write a discussion which addresses the 
question:  ñShould the Queensland Government 
build the second Gateway Bridge?ò 
 
Learners will be involved visually and 
kinaesthetically as they 
Á Sequence stages of genres by moving 

large copies of text into order, 
Á Complete transitivity analysis using large 

print and coloured plastic sleeves, 
Á Identify cohesion by walking on the 

enlarged text and linking related ideas 
with ribbon,  and 

Á Learn how to improve sentence structure 
by manipulating large text ï nominalising 
verbs to nouns, and linking, using causal 
conjunctions. 

 
This workshop demonstrates how:- 

1. Essential learnings focus the knowledge 
and understanding and the ways of 
working for this learning context. 

2. The Literacy teaching/learning cycle 
model can be used to sequence the 
lessons. 

3. The functional model of language 
provides the framework around which 
lessons are planned and explicitly taught 
to achieve improvement in studentsô 
writing. 

 
These learning experiences are one teacherôs 
practical application of the theory and practice 
presented in the Government of South 
Australiaôs óLanguage and Literacy ï Classroom 
applications of functional grammarô teacher 
development course and Education 
Queenslandôs Year 4-7 Literacy training 
program. 
 
Bio: For 30 years Lyn has been an Early 
Childhood teacher with a keen interest in 

transferring professional development into 
classroom practice.   
Her Literacy studies have included:- 
Á English Key Teacher training in 1991 

and 1992, 
Á Bachelor of Education studies in 1991 to 

1993, 
Á Year 2 Diagnostic Net Literacy 

Education Advisor training in 1995, 
Á Reading Recovery Teacher training in 

2001 to 2003, 
Á Years P-3 Literacy training in 2008, 
Á Language and Literacy óClassroom 
applications of functional grammarô 
teacher development course in 2008  
and 

Á Years 4-7 Literacy training in 2009. 
_______________________________________ 

 
Zheila Bahman (University of Sydney) 

zh_bahman@yahoo.com 

 
Grammatical metaphor and the degree of 
abstraction and/or objectification in scientific 
and historical texts in Persian. 
 
The concept of grammatical metaphor, as a 
specific phenomenon rooted in the grammar of a 
language, has been introduced in the framework 
of Systemic Functional Linguistics (Halliday 
1985, 1994; Halliday and Matthiessen 1999; 
Martin 1993; Rose 2001), and, its role as a 
means of exploiting the grammatical resources 
has been investigated in languages with 
elaborated forms of scientific, administrative and 
legal discourse.  
 
Thus, to explore the concept of grammatical 
metaphor and nominalization in Persian, this 
paper first attempts to represent a functional 
study of Persian verbal groups with an emphasis 
on the functional roles of the embedded and 
nominalized verbal groups in different text types, 
and further compares and contrasts various 
scientific and historical texts in Persian with 
regard to the degree of abstraction and 
objectification.  
 
Bio: Zheila is doing her PhD in linguistics at the 
University of Sydney, Australia. Currently she is 
conducting her PhD research within systemic 
functional linguistics, focusing on the Persian 
transitivity system. 
_______________________________________ 
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Kesuma A.Bakar (University of Sydney) 

kesuma_b@hotmail.com 
 
Identity Construction in Online Personal Ads. 
 

This paper explores the issues of language and 
identity in personal advertisements.  
 
Identity is a notion whose complexity and 
conception has long been the subject of debate 
among the essentialist and post-structuralist 
theorists. Previously, theorised as an innate set 
of predetermined qualities within a person, 
identity is now understood as being a consistent 
but extremely flexible concept (Benwell & Stokoe 
2006) that is discursively construed through our 
verbal and physical actions (Davies and Harre 
1990, Butler 1990, Carbaugh 1996, Bucholtz & 
Hall 2005). This study is based on the premise 
that identity is a notion that comes into being by 
virtue of our performance, both discursively and 
visually.  
 
Personal advertisement is a site where positive 
self-presentation (both textually and visually) is 
extremely crucial. Self-description is tailored; 
verbiage and image will characterize the 
advertisers, construe their identity into the 
desired and desirable persona. Identity becomes 
a composition of linguistic and visual resources 
and self-description, and thus functions as the 
main tool of persuasion, manipulated to create 
desire and incite responses from potential 
partners. Viewing lexico-grammar of the 
discourse as the principal means by which 
writers construes experiential and interpersonal 
meaning (Halliday 1996, Martin & Rose 2005), 
this paper adopts a systemic functional approach 
for analyzing the construction of identity in the 
spatially constrained genre of personal ads. 
Alongside functional grammar, this paper also 
draws on the framework of social semiotics 
(Kress & van Leeuwen 2006) to explore the way 
in which images in the ads function as sites for 
representing various type of identity. Initial 
analysis of 100 advertisements reveals patterns 
of intermodal couplings of verbiage and image 
(Martin, 2007; Zappavigna, Dwyer, & Martin, 
2008) that are consistent across the data. These, 
it is suggested, form a part of a constellation of 
mateble attributes tendered by the advertisers, 
which consequently are instrumental in creating 
and establishing a bond between them and the 
readers.  
 
Bio: Kesuma is currently pursuing her Ph.D in 
Linguistcs at the University of Sydney, Australia. 
Her research interests are in Systemic 
Functional Linguistics, Multimodality, Gender 

Studies and Critical Discourse Analysis. She has 
co-authored books and published articles in the 
field of sociolinguistics and ELT and her 
completed research projects include examining 
identity constructions of adolescents in personal 
advertisements and the effectiveness of English 
language teaching in Malaysian rural schools. 
Ms A.Bakar is a member of Southeast Asian 
Association for Gender Studies (Malaysia 
Branch) and a research affiliate of Centre for 
Gender Research (CGR), Faculty of Social 
Sciences, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. She 
is presently attached to the School of Language 
Studies and Linguistics, University Kebangsaan 
Malaysia. 
_______________________________________ 
 

Dr. Rod Campbell (Education through 

Literacy; Principal, Metro College of Technology)   
rodcampbell57@hotmail.com 
  
Strategies for Teaching English Grammar. 
 
Student ability to recognise and talk about the 
phrases, clauses and groups of written English 
assists with the development of their reading and 
writing knowledge, skills and abilities. This 
hypothesis is being trialled with students at a 
large Brisbane school throughout 2009, and 
already a number of practical teaching points 
have emerged from this work. 
 
In this workshop, participants will be able to learn 
and critique selected strategies for teaching the 
phrases, clauses and groups of English, and for 
teaching the associated metalanguage. The 
strategies presented have already been effective 
in developing student knowledge and use of the 
metalanguage of phrases, clauses and groups. 
In the next stage of research, teachers and 
students are working to ensure that the 
knowledge is applied in their writing and reading. 
 
The strategies are based upon principles of 
language experience approaches; the content of 
the grammar is heavily informed by the seminal 
work of Michael Halliday (1973ff) and Dennis 
Freeborn (1995). 

 
Bio: Rod completed his PhD Teaching Grammar 
in 1996. Since that year, he has been working in 
classrooms with teachers and students, 
developing the strategies and content knowledge 
for teaching English. With Graham Ryles and 
David Green, Rod has published 16 titles with 
OUP Australia and Canada, and with Pearson 
Education Australia. All print runs have sold, 
making a total of more than 80000 books so far. 
 

mailto:kesuma_b@hotmail.com
mailto:rodcampbell57@hotmail.com
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For the last seven years, Rod has developed a 
reputation as a teacher, writer and researcher 
who can provide teachers with the knowledge 
and skills to teach English grammar easily, 
effectively and creatively. He produced the 
series of English Syllabus Scope and Sequence 
documents for the Sunshine Coast Region of 
Education Queensland in 2008-9, and is 
currently evaluating the 2008 Senior English 
Syllabus, Queensland. Rod is also developing 
English programs for schools internationally as 
well as for colleges offering TESOL courses. 
Rod is a Principal at Metro College of 
Technology.  

________________________________ 
 
Garry Collins (ETAQ) 

gazco48@bigpond.net.au 

 
Teaching and using functional grammar in 
secondary school English. 
 

This session will outline plans for teaching and 
using aspects of functional grammar in a high 
school English classroom in Queensland. 
Several term-long units of work will be referred 
to, some of which have actually been conducted, 
and some which have been prepared during a 
recent, unplanned four-year hiatus from 
classroom teaching. The units have been 
designed with Years 9 and 10 in mind. Three of 
the units use narrative poems as their integrating 
devices, and the other, the script for an episode 
of the TV show óGet Smartô. The poems are óThe 
Highwaymanô by Alfred Noyes, Tennysonôs óThe 
Lady of Shallotô, and óThe Rime of the Ancient 
Marinerô by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 

The units employ writing and reading workshop 
procedures adapted from Nancy Atwellôs 1987 
book óIn the Middle: Writing, Reading and 
Learning with Adolescentsô (2nd edition 1998).  
These procedures stress student choice, and are 
aimed at ensuring that the time and effort that 
teachers invest in marking have a chance of 
making a real contribution to student learning.  
Imaginative re-creation is the basis for a 
collection of writing tasks covering a range of 
narrative and non narrative text types, and often 
there is potential for a smidgen of playful 
anachronism. 

Some functional grammar terms and concepts 
are taught during the introductory phase of the 
units, and some are then used in examining 
genre samples during the teacher-directed ómini 
lessonsô that begin the standard structure for 
writing workshop periods. The aim is to make 
explicit for students the patterns that are 
operating in effective texts, and to provide a 

metalanguage for discussing what is going on in 
both the genre samples used in ómini lessonsô 
and the student drafts considered during regular 
óteacher editingô sessions. 

The presenterôs school operates a timetable with 
four periods a day and twenty periods a week. 
Periods are 70 minutes long and English classes 
meet three times a week. Under the 
arrangement described in this session, two of the 
periods each week are designated as ówriting 
workshopô lessons,   and the other, as a óreading 
workshopô lesson. 

Participants will be invited to critique the 
procedures described, and the presenter will 
explain proposed amendments in the light of 
recommendations in the recent book by Christie 
and Derewianka, óSchool Discourse: Learning to 
write across the years of schoolingô (2008). 

Bio: Garry started teaching English in 
Queensland state high schools in 1969. He also 
has experience of North American classrooms 
via year-long exchanges in Oregon and Ontario.  
On encountering functional grammar during the 
introduction of a new Queensland English 
syllabus in the early 1990s, he was initially a 
resistant buyer but subsequently became an 
enthusiast. In recent years he has taught 
introductory courses on the topic at Griffith and 
QUT as that lowly form of academic life, the 
casual lecturer. To apply a drug analogy to SFL, 
he is a small-time user and a pusher rather than 
any sort of producer. 

_______________________________________ 

Nayia Cominos (University of Adelaide) 

nayia.cominos@adelaide.edu.au 

 
Writing the ócompletely obviousô ï dialogic 
features of undergraduate studentsô writing 
in Linguistics. 

This paper presents the findings of a qualitative, 
longitudinal study of the dialogic features of the 
writing of 2 local undergraduate students in the 
discipline of Linguistics, focussing on two 
indicators: 

a) The explicit and/or implicit 
acknowledgement of theoretical 
frameworks and expert knowledge 
through referencing and citation. 

b) The degree to and manner in which 
students make allowances for dialogic 
alternative positions through their choice 
and use of heteroglossic resources. 

 
A corpus of student and expert writing was 
created and analysed using an integrated, SFL-
based methodology to analyse academic 
attribution through referencing and citation. 

mailto:gazco48@bigpond.net.au
mailto:nayia.cominos@adelaide.edu.au
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Appraisal Theory, in particular Engagement and 
Graduation were used to explore and analyse 
the dialogic aspects of the studentsô writing. The 
students were interviewed to obtain their 
perspectives on these aspects of writing 
assignments in Linguistics.   
 
The study provides insights into student practice 
and perceptions with regard to the writing of 
academic assignments in Linguistics. It also 
examines the question of how to facilitate 
studentsô understanding and mastery of the 
dialogic aspects of disciplinary discourse, so that 
they can decode and participate in the 
discourses of the community. 

 
Bio: Nayia is a current doctoral student and 
associate lecturer in Applied Linguistics at the 
University of Adelaide. She has been involved in 
language teaching, management and research 
for over 15 years, both in Australia and in 
Europe. Her areas of research include medical 
discourse, the New Arrivals Program, cross-
cultural communication and tertiary academic 
literacy. Her supervisors are Dr Peter Mickan 
and Dr Peter White.    
 ______________________________________ 
 

Ann Daly (University of New England; NSW 

Department of Education and Training) 
ann.daly@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
Relating grammatical analyses and 
comprehension of multi-semiotic texts.  
 
This paper presents findings from PhD research 
during which Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
primary school students in metropolitan, 
provincial and remote locations were interviewed 
about their comprehension of written texts that 
included images. The research is part of an 
Australian Research Council linkage project that 
is developing a model of image-language 
relations in multi-semiotic texts. 
 
The research investigated the comprehension of 
reading materials from the 2005 and 2007 NSW 
Basic Skills Tests (BST). Data from these tests 
enabled an analysis of variance, to compare the 
difficulty of BST items assessing the 
comprehension of different types of image-
language relations which have been outlined by 
Unsworth and Chan (2008). As there was a 
range of difficulty for items assessing specific 
types of relations between images and written 
language, it was decided to investigate other 
possible sources of difficulty. Accordingly, 
aspects of complexity within the targeted written 
language segments and images were analysed 
separately using selected features of Functional 

Grammar (Halliday, 2004/1994) and Visual 
Grammar (Kress & van Leeuwen, 1996). Results 
will be presented from analyses of variance, 
conducted across the mean difficulty of items 
associated with high, medium and low levels of 
visual, verbal and combined visual/verbal text 
complexity, identifying where there were 
significant differences in these measures. 
 
Analyses of variance were also conducted 
between students in different geographic, 
gender, reading level and Indigenous/non-
Indigenous groupings in regard to instances of 
grammatical and lexical complexity in their 
spoken language, and the number of correct and 
explanatory inferences about images and written 
text they made during a ñthink-aloudò reading 
process. In addition, correlations were conducted 
between these factors and the studentsô scores 
on the BST questions assessing comprehension 
of image-language relations. The findings will be 
considered in relation to differences between the 
mean state reading scores for these groups. 
 
In conclusion, the findings about multi-semiotic 
text complexities and item difficulties will be 
considered together with the studentsô 
complexity of spoken language and inferential 
reasoning about these texts in order to identify 
factors that might be relevant to the 
comprehension of multi-semiotic texts, and, to 
suggest implications for future research about 
language and literacy learning in primary 
schools. 
 
Bio: Ann is an external PhD student associated 
with an ARC linkage project between the 
University of New England and the NSW 
Department of Education and Training ï New 
Dimensions of Group Literacy Tests for Schools: 
Multimodal reading comprehension in 
conventional and computer-based formats. Ann 
currently works part time for the NSW 
Department of Education and Training 
developing literacy tests for research projects. 
She developed NSW Basic Skills Test for eleven 
years and prior to that taught in primary schools 
for ten years. 
_______________________________________ 
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Melissa Dickson-Ford (Education 

Queensland) 
mdick12@eq.edu.au 

Masina Tauleôalo (Education 

Queensland)  
mtaul3@eq.edu.au 

Jane Kelly (Education Queensland) 

jane.kelly@deta.qld.gov.au  
 
ñThat conversation would be very different 
now.ò 
 
In the middle of 2008 a group of teachers from 
Albany Creek State School were asked to record 
how they were using their very new knowledge 
of the functional model of language-in-use to 
support collegial planning meetings around 
literacy and assessment.  
 
This was very early days in their work with 
functional grammar, but the team fronted up and 
used their knowledge to analyse some student 
work and identify some areas to target in up-
coming units of work. The footage was duly 
recorded and the teachers continued building 
their knowledge and working with the model to 
plan and assess units of work across KLAs and 
across the remainder of the year.  
 
When the footage was aired in 2009 as part of 
the Literacy ï the Key to Learning, Yrs 4-7 
Professional Development Program (DETA Qld) 
the teachers had the chance to watch 
themselves (lots of squirming!) and reflect on 
how much they had learned in the intervening six 
months and how the quality of their professional 
conversations had changed.  
 
This workshop will take a number of 
perspectives on what has contributed to the 
growth in the quality of the professional dialogue: 

 The teacherôs viewpoint - on introducing 
functional grammar in the classroom and 
using it to target and record student 
achievement 

 The administratorôs viewpoint - on what 
is needed to integrate functional 
grammar knowledge into whole school 
processes of planning and assessment 
and to support teacherôs learning 

 The literacy mentorôs viewpoint - on what 
aspects of the professional development 
(including the framing of the model of 
language-in-use), administrative support 
and teacher practice contributed to the 
success of this professional learning 

 
At each stage of the presentation there will be 
opportunities to see and critique teacher, 

administrator and literacy mentor work and 
reflect on how our attempts to practice theory 
may be of use in your own context.  
 
Bio: Melissa has worked as a teacher, education 
adviser and most recently a primary school 
deputy principal for Education Queensland.  In 
her role as deputy principal she has been the 
school curriculum leader.  As curriculum leader 
Melissa has been supporting teachers within the 
classroom, during planning meetings and 
through moderation processes to front end 
assessment within their curriculum design.  The 
model of language-in-use has been integral 
whilst planning the literacies within the different 
key learning areas. 
 
Masina is a Year 6 classroom teacher working 
for Education Queensland.  For the past 10 
months Masina has been involved in working 
collegially with the year 6 teachers at his school 
to redesign the various key learning area 
assessment tasks and therefore rethink 
curriculum delivery.  Masina has used the model 
of language-in-use to influence both assessment 
& curriculum delivery and has embraced 
functional grammar within his literacy delivery.  
The use of functional grammar has helped to 
change the way his students approach literacy 
and improve, in particular, studentsô writing. 
 
Jane is a teacher and professional development 
facilitator for the Department of Education, 
Training and the Arts in Queensland. Her recent 
work has been applying the model of language-
in-use to curriculum and assessment design 
across KLAs and working with schools to 
integrate the knowledge into dynamic whole-
school processes for growth and improvement.  
______________________________________ 
 

Katherine Doyle (Queensland University of 

Technology) 
 km.doyle@qut.edu.au 

Dr. Beryl Exley (Queensland University of 

Technology) 
b.exley@qut.edu.au 
 
Collaborative group work in primary 
mathematics: Processes in the mathematics 
domain. 
 
Studentsô experiences with the teaching/learning 
process of mathematics contribute to their 
identification of the mathematics domain. Issues 
of mathematical identity impact on studentsô 
development of beliefs and attitudes in 
mathematics. Studentsô belief systems, are not 
only key indicators of their willingness to learn, 

mailto:mdick12@eq.edu.au
mailto:mtaul3@eq.edu.au
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but also can be forceful in specifying 
pedagogical practices.  
 
Systemic functional linguistics (SFL) offers a 
practical and alternative method of interpreting 
studentsô language to determine their 
understandings of the mathematical domain. It 
provides a resource to discover meanings in 
student language which would not otherwise be 
evident. These meanings can become critical 
instigators of positive and relevant teaching and 
learning design.  
 
To ascertain how primary students identify 
mathematics, a transitivity analysis was applied 
to 9 and 10 year oldsô language during problem-
solving experiences. To further determine these 
studentsô mathematical worldview, Hallidayôs 
ógrammar of experienceô model was applied to 
the process types used by the children. This 
model demonstrates that although each process 
type has a semiotic space, there is a certain 
overlap between the process types. Therefore, 
the process types can be identified as different 
worldviews, but interrelated with each other.  
 
This interrelated worldview idea was used as the 
conceptual framework for the studentsô views of 
mathematics and was also evident in their 
identification of world of mathematics.  The data 
indicated that the children identified the three 
worlds of being, sensing, and doing, as 
belonging to the world of mathematics.  Although 
their mathematical world was integrated, 
emphasis pertained to the world of relativity, or 
the relational world. These children identified 
mathematics predominantly as a domain of 
óabstract relationsô. However, to make sense of 
this abstract world, the students identified their 
role as active participants in mathematics. The 
world of mathematics for them is a world which 
requires their active involvement in creating and 
changing mathematical phenomena.  There is a 
cyclical sense to this mathematical world 
because, making sense of mathematics requires 
their involvement, and, their involvement helps 
them to make sense of mathematics.  
 
These results indicate key issues for the 
teaching/learning process in mathematics. If 
children view themselves as active participants 
in creating understandings of a mathematical 
world of abstract relations, it would seem that 
pedagogy which encourages creative 
mathematical thinking in a supportive 
mathematical community would benefit studentsô 
learning. It appears that children enjoy being 
actively involved in mathematics experiences 
which foster creative thinking and creative 

acting, rather than the passive receptacles of the 
mathematical classroom.   
 
Bio: Katherine is presently studying for her PhD 
at Qld University of Technology. Her thesis topic 
is Science Language and Literacy (Preparatory 
School Students). Katherine holds a Masters in 
Education (Research) from QUT. Her topic was 
Mathematical Modelling and Top Level Structure. 
Katherine has completed a Graduate Diploma in 
Reading and a Diploma in Teaching (Primary). 
She has 20 years primary school teaching 
experience including 3 years teaching basic 
literacy and numeracy in a juvenile detention 
centre. Katherineôs research interests are 
language and literacy in the content areas of the 
curriculum. She is particularly interested in the 
application of functional grammar to science and 
mathematics language. Katherine is also 
interested in the development of these 
languages beginning with the foundational level 
of school languages.  
 
Beryl has been a classroom teacher for 20 
years, teaching in early and middle years 
classrooms in EQ & ISQ schools. She was a 
sessional tutor in sociology of education, SOSE 
curriculum & general teaching practices at 
Griffith University at Mt Gravatt & Logan 
campuses since 1998, and from 2001 has been 
a lecturer in language & literacy education at 
QUT. Beryl adopts a socio-critical approach to 
curriculum planning, implementation & 
assessment and has a special interest in 
grammar, critical, visual, dramatic & multimedia 
literacies as well as teaching reading, writing & 
spelling.  
_______________________________________ 
 

Hui Du (University of South Australia) 

Hui.Du@postgrads.unisa.edu.au 
 
Functions of teacher talk in College English 

classrooms. 

As a foreign language, English is both a means 
and an end of teaching in China, and teacher 
talk is often the chief or only source of oral 
English available as input to learners. This 
means that how teacher talk functions in class is 
of importance to learning. The author has 
conducted a study in several classrooms to find 
out: (a) What functions the teacher uses in class; 
(b) How do the teacher and students rank the 
functions; and (c) Which functions provide 
language input that may lead to learnersô 
progress in their language learning. Based on 
the descriptions by the teachers and students 
involved in this study, and the transcript of 
classroom interactions, the author finds that 
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different functions provide different kinds of 
language input. Of particular interest are the 
instances of teacher talk that may lead learners 
a bit further from their self-regulation area, 
outwards to their zone of proximal development. 
Through the analysis of the data, light is thrown 
on the nature of teacher talk in College English 
classrooms, and the implications for learning.  
 
Bio: Hui Du is a PhD candidate in School of 
Education, University of South Australia 
sponsored by scholarships of EIPRS (Endeavour 
International Postgraduate Research 
Scholarship) by the Australian Government, and 
USAPA (University of South Australia 
Postgraduate Award) by the University of South 
Australia. His research topic is ñTeacher talk in 
College English classroomsò. Hui Du has an 
experience of teaching English in Chinese 
universities for 22 years. Before coming to 
Australia in February 2007, he was an Associate 
Professor of English, Director of Division of 
International Exchange & Cooperation, and 
Head of Foreign Languages Department in 
China Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing, P. R. 

China. 
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Dorothy Economou (University of Sydney) 

deco9214@mail.usyd.edu.au    
 
Standing out on critical issues: accumulation 
of attitude in influential verbal-visual news 
texts. 
 
This paper explores evaluative stance, as 
constructed through image and text in prominent 
verbal-visual ñdisplaysò (Keeble, 2006) 
introducing and promoting longer investigative 
feature stories in the quality broadsheet news 
media. Though not named or discussed as 
stand-alone texts in the journalism literature, 
these complexes of images, headlines, sub/sur-
headlines and captions have been identified as a 
verbal-visual news text type or genre, and 
referred as a óstandoutô by Economou (2008). 
Previously, more common in magazine 
journalism, such prominent, attractive and easy 
to read standouts are now found more widely in 
the English language print news media. This 
paper will describe evaluative stance constructed 
on the issue of asylum seekers by a front-page 
standout associated with civic journalism, in 
order explore how a mass readership may be 
aligned with this stance.  
   
This paper will draw on Hallidayôs (1979) 
description of the prosodic nature of 
interpersonal meaning and Martin and Whiteôs 
(2005) extension of this within appraisal theory, 

to describe three types of prosodies that 
propagate evaluative meanings across a verbal 
text. In this paper, these three types of prosodies 
- domination, saturation and accumulation - will 
be shown to be relevant to evaluative meanings 
in visual text (news photos) and in verbal-visual 
text (new photos-words). Appraisal analysis of a 
news review feature story standout 
(incorporating new visual categories developed 
in Economou, 2008 and forthcoming) will 
demonstrate how evaluative prosodies operate 
within and across verbal and visual semiotic 
modalities. The analysis will show how such 
prosodies óradiateô (Hood, 2006) back and forth 
between different stages in the orbitally 
structured standout to accumulate attitude and 
construct overall stance and reader alignment.  
 
This work aims to contribute to the development 
of systematic descriptions of intersemiosis within 
functional linguistics, and to the exploration of 
ideology and evaluation in mass news media 
discourse. It also addresses the pressing need to 
track the expanding range of verbal-visual 
evaluative meanings now available in English 
language news media production by increasingly 
sophisticated and accessible digital photo editing 
and news design technology. 
 
Bio: Dorothy has worked as an adult TESOL 
teacher, trainer, materials and curriculum 
developer, lecturer in linguistics, English and 
media studies, with professional experience also 
in journalism, media and translation. Her 
interests include SFL CDA of media texts across 
cultures, multimodality, online learning and 
conversation analysis. Publications include 
óCoffee Break: a Course in understanding 
Australian Casual Conversationô and book 
chapters on verbal-visual news discourse in 
Australian and Greek newspapers. She recently 
completed a Ph.D. at Sydney University entitled 
óPhotos in the News: applying Appraisal to Visual 
Semiosis and Verbal-Visual Intersemiosisô, which 
examines how readers can be evaluatively 
aligned on serious issues through image and text 
in broadsheet journalism. 
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Jing Fang (Department of Linguistics, 

Macquarie University)  
jing.fang@ling.mq.edu.au 

Dr. Canzhong Wu (Department of 

Linguistics, Macquarie University) 
canzhong.wu@ling.mq.edu.au 
 
Exploring shifts in translating English 
nominal groups modified by embedded 
clauses: a corpus-based approach. 
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Extensive work has been done on various ways 
of translating embedded clauses from English 
into Chinese, but little effort has been made to 
explore the linguistic features that influence the 
use of different translation methods, and the 
probability for adopting a particular method in 
translation.  

This paper is intended to look at these issues 
from the perspective of systemic functional 
linguistics by focusing on the embedded clause 
that functions as a postmodifier within the 
nominal group. It investigates how the ideational 
meanings of this type of embedded clauses in 
English are construed in Chinese translation, 
and explores how they are related to the choices 
the translators make in different text types. 

For this purpose, a parallel corpus is established 
of English texts of two different text types and 
their Chinese translations. The corpus is then 
scanned and processed to extract the English 
nominal groups modified by embedded clauses, 
and their corresponding translations in Chinese. 
Finally, with the help of computational tools, 
these extracted instances are analysed and 
examined in terms of translation equivalence and 
translation shift. Findings are expected to 
provide people with some insights into how the 
lexicogrammatical features at the group level in 
both source language and target language could 
influence a translatorôs decision to make a 
translation shift. We also hope that our 
exploration of the relation between linguistic 
parameters and the probability of translation shift 
can bring hope and possibility for further study in 
the field of machine translation. 

Bio: Jing is teaching translation and interpreting 
subjects and doing her PhD in systemic 
functional linguistics at Macquarie University. 
Jing is committed to applying SFL theory to 
practice. Currently she is conducting her PhD 
research in the systemic functional description of 
Chinese nominal groups and its application to 
language teaching, text analysis, and translation 
studies. Jingôs other research interests include 
text analysis for translation and interpreting 
purposes, and translator and interpreter training.  

Canzhong is a Senior Lecturer in the Department 
of Linguistics, Macquarie University. He teaches 
at both postgraduate and undergraduate levels, 
and has an extensive research interest, including 
translation theory and translation, text analysis, 
corpus linguistics, linguistic typology, 
computational linguistics, computers and 
translation, systemic functional theory. He has 
been centrally involved in a range of projects 

within the Systemic Meaning Modelling Group/ 
CLSL since 1995, and continues to be engaged 
in developing and conducting research projects 
within the centre and its partners, producing 
increasingly explicit, computationally realizable, 
models of discourse across strata and with 
applications across a range of social contexts.  

_____________________________________ 

Dr. Susan Feez (University of New England) 
sfeez@une.edu.au 

Grammatics by way of visual images in 

teacher education. 

More than a decade ago, influenced by systemic 
functional linguistic research into language and 
literacy development, explicit teaching about 
grammar re-emerged in Australian syllabus 
documents, but this time in the context of a text-
based approach to the teaching of language and 
literacy (See, for example, NSW Board of Studies 
1998). Since that time, teacher educators have 
grappled with the task of preparing teachers to 
teach explicitly about grammar, in relation to its use 
in whole texts; a task that becomes particularly 
challenging when teachers and student teachers 
themselves have little conscious knowledge about 
language.  

The teaching of grammar in the context of a text-
based approach to language and literacy education 
promises to remain a central concern for teacher 
education in Australia into the future, given the 
three óstrandsô of the proposed National English 
Curriculum, i.e.: 

 Language (knowledge about the English 
language, with an emphasis on óhow the 
English language worksô, including attention to 
óthe teaching of grammarô) 

 Literature (informed appreciation of literature 
across ódifferent genres and modesô) 

 Literacy (building repertoires of óEnglish usageô 
through texts designed ófor a range of purposes 
and audiencesô, including ómultimodal textsô). 

 

When this curriculum is delivered, the three strands 
are to be óinterwovenô and the starting point for 
learning about grammar is to be the text-oriented 
question óWhat is the purpose of this 
communication?ô (National Curriculum Board 2009: 
5-10). Experience with text-based syllabus 
documents, such as the NSW English K-6 
Syllabus, has shown that a multi-strand, text-based 
curriculum model of this type places complex 
demands on teacher education. 
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